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The PrxEFACE, 


HEN I firft happ'ned upon this Pamphlet, and 
ſome peculiar beautys in the ſtyle, eaſily diſcover d it's 
Owner, [ was, I muſt confeſs, not a little ſurprizd: 1 
could not have imagin d that a Man of ſobigg a reputa- 

tion as the Author of the Guide in Controverſy ; One, whoſe thoughts 

had for ſome years convers d with nothing leſs then Oecumenical 

Councels, Popes and Patriarchs, ſhould quitt all thoſe fine amuſe- 
ments for the humble task of Lite-writing, end drawing of Chara- 

ers. Twas mean prey, 1 thought, for a Bird of his Pounces: and the 

Deſign he didit with, madeit ten times more a Riddle, The DoQtrines 

of the Reformation have, for near two Centuries,kept the field, againſt 
all Encounterers: and do's He think they may be foil d at last '” twoor 

three little Remarks upen the Life and Ations of afingle Reformer? 

But it look's like a Jeſt, when the Irregularities committed by Luther 
in Germany, are turn'd upon Us here in England : as if any thing 
that He ſaid,or did,could affe&F.a Church efabliſbd upon it's own bot- 
tom,and as independent on any forreign authorities,as the Crown Her 
Defender wears. Luther's Voice #5 indeed to Us. what our * Author 
term's it the Voice of the Stranger ; and tho' we are allwaiesready to 

wipe off the unjuſt aſperſions caſt upon him by bis Enemies, yet this is 

what we are oblig'dto, not as Sons, but as Friends. Whenever injur'd 

Virtue is ſet upon, every - man is concern'd in the Quarrel. But 

"theſe laſt Attacqu's have been ſo very feeble,that had we foronce trufled 

the Cauſe to it's own ſtrength, 'twould have ſuffer d but little Damage. 

And I for my part fbould have done ſo, did [ not know there were a ſort: 

of Men in the World, who have the vanity to think every thing on their 

fide unanſwerable, that do's not receive a ſett Reply; tho' at the ſame 
time they are pleas'd to anſwer nothing themſelves. They fight indeed 
all of 'em, like Tartars ; make a bold and furious onſet, and if that does 
not doe, they retreat in diſorder, and you never hear of em afterwards. 

And this, I expe@, will be the preſent caſe. The Editor of theſe Conki- 
derations won't much care for replying, I belteve ; becauſe that mujh.be 
de proprio, andcan't be drawn from the old floreof proviſions. laid im 
by the Fraternity. But whether the Poyſons were of aneartyer mixture, 

« Pag. 2. of Conſid, | Ul. 2" 


and deſign'd, like Italian Preparations, to work now at a diftance;"or ' 
whether later temper'd, is a thing we may ſafely be ignorant of, as long 
a5 we are ſecure of the Antwote, before they take their effef. And this 
the Theatre-Preſs thinks her ſelf engag'd to promiſe: conſidering from 
Whoſe Munificence ſbe had ber Birth, andeſpecially to Whom ſhe ons 
her Luſtre; alate Prelate, of a remarkable zeal for the establiſhd 
Church; and who, were Religions to be try d by Lives,would have liv'd 
down the Pope, and the whole Conſiftory. If the Services ſbe do's now 
are not of the moſt deſerving Charatter, 'tis what the Meanneſs of 
the Oppoſer, and a worn-out Cauſe will bear : ſhe has already producd 
the ſirongeſt arguments againſt Popery, Fathers, and Bibles. T he pres 
fent Attempt is confin d perfely within the bounds of an Anſwer ;and 
pretend's to nothing more then a bare purſuit of the Author ſtep b 
frep ; and the laying open his Blunders, for the Reader s eaſe, juſt int 
ſame order they ly. There was nothing frightful in this Task, but the 
toil of being forc'd to think /o long upon ſo very thoughtleſs a Writer: 
in all other reſpefts twas as eaſy as one would wiſh. The Hiſtory-part lay 
within a little room; and the Reaſonings upon it were ſo thin,t bat they 
needed only ſetting in the light,to be look'd thro. n both, my greats 
eft helps have been drawn from one ſingle Author, the Confiderer him 
Self: who in every Book of his has made it appear, that be can write 
Contradiftions, as well as believe em. T his gs rſormance had ſeen 
the light much ſooner, but that it waited the Edition of another Piece 
which ſhould regularly have prevented it, But the Gentleman employ'd 
on that occaſion having not yet had all the leiſure he expedited, twins 
thought fit rather to ſend this abroad, out of it's due place, then flay 
till every body had forgotten the Book it anſwer's : a misfortune, which 
[ fear it has already in a great meaſure undergone. In the Defence of Har \ 
Reformation, to come, "twill be found, that the Confiderer 9:no good 
Hiſtorian; the Replyer, has prov'd him no good Catholic} the: Ant 
_ \, madverter no good Subject; and all together no good Diſputant'; 
fo that 1 have now no new ſide of him left, to entertainake Read 
with, What be is, after all this, no botly {now's ;, .t\is:-much raſjer T0 
gueſs, what, under another Revolution, he will be. TLC yp. 
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Anſwer to Confiderations &fc. 


ARTIN Luther's Life was a continual Warfare, 

he was engagd againſt the united forces of the 
Papal world, and he ſtood. the Shock of "tm 
bravely, both with Courage, and Succeſs. After his 
Death, one would have expected, that generous Adver- 
faries ſhould have put up their Pens, and quitted at 
leaſt fo much of the Quarrel as was Perſonal. But 
on the contrary, when his Dot@trines grew too ſtrong 
to be ſhook by his Enemies, they perſecuted his Re- 
putation; and by the venome of their tongues ſuffici- 
ently convincd the world, that the Religion they 
were of, allow d not only Prayers for the Dead, but 
even Curſes too. Among the reſt, that have engagd 
in this unmanly deſign, our Author appears: not 1t- 
deed after the bluſtring rate of ſome of the party, but- 
with a more calm and better diflembled malice: He 
has charg'd his Inſtrument of Revenge with a fort of 
White Powder, that does the ſame baſe action, tho' 
with leſs noyſe* Tis cruel thus to interrupt the Peace 
of the Dead ; and Luther's Spirit has reaſon to expoſtu- 
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late with this Man, as once the Spirit of Samuel did Ecclul 
with Saul --- Why haſt thou -diſquieted me to bring me up? i Sam. 
He know's the {equel of the ſtory: the anſwer that was*" i? 


given was no very pleaſing one; it only afforded the ' 
Enquirer an account of his own Di/ſcomftture, Let us 
ſee whether this V:$Furber of Lutber's Afoes wall have 

any better fortune. 
The -firſt thing we are preſented with, is a double 
A Charatter 


Conſid, 
P. 2. 


[2] 
Chara&er of the Good, and Evil Spirit, ſet out by thoſe. 
Works or Properties, which are ſaid to attend each of 
em- in Scripture. And by this 7e/ it is that Li- 
ther's Spirit is to be tryd. For ---- /o. often as" the 
Teachers of new and firange Dottrines come- into the World, 
profeſſing oppoſition to thoſe receiv'd by our preſent - ſuperj- 
ors, and to the common Tenents of the Church, Chriftians 
are direfted by St. Fohn:c. 4. wv. 1. to try ſuch Spirits, whe. 
ther they are of God. And we are inſtructed by<our Lord 
Mat.7.v. 16, that they ſhall know and diſcern. them by their 
Fruits, The inference from hence 1s, that ' Luther's No. 
Arine ſhould be try'd by his Works. Now, tho' we- 
are very willing to ſtand to-this Teſt, yet nothing 
hitherto ſaid can any. ways engage. us to it, Forhere 
is a manifeſt yiolence offer d to: two places of Scrip- 
ture: by leaving out the preceding verſe in one, and 
the ſubſequent -in tother, he has: quite perverted the 
meaning of both. S7. 7ohn ſayes, Beloved believe not 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they be of God, 
How ſhall we try them? the next verſe inſtructs us. 


» Hereby know ye the Spirit of God ; every Spirit that con- 


feſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God. 
Nothing can be plainer then that the Apoſtle here 
would have new Teachers provd, by the conformity 
their do&trine bore: to that he had deliver d, But this: 
was not for our Author's purpoſe to obſerve ; and there- 
fore He drop'd:the latter part of the Quotation, which 
would have expounded the former, and ſlipd overto 


7: St. Matthew's -- Te ſhall know them by their Fruits. Whom? 
d.v, Conſult the foregoing words. Beware of falſe Propibets, 


which come to you in Sheeps clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening Wolves. The caution here given is againſtſuch 
as come in Sheeps clothing, that is in all outward"n- 
nocence and meeknels (as our learned Paraphraft @x- 


pounds 


1.49 1 
| LACED 


(3) 
pounds it *) Ye ſhall know them by their Fruits: not 
by their well or 1ll living ſure, for they are ys 
to put on the Vizard of ſeeming fanftity: but - by the 
dotrines, which, as ſoon as they have got any authority 
with you, they will endeavor to infuſe into you | id. ibid. } 
Thus are the two Texts, which ſhould be the Baſis of 
the whole diſcourſe, provd direAly contrary to the de- 
ſign of it, and naturally leading us to the examination 
of particular do&rines according to a receiv'd ſtandard, 
the thing which. our Adverfaries ſo ſtudiouſly avoid. 
But Scripture-proof was never the Talent of theſe men, 
and 'tis no wonder they are foyld, when they fight 
us at our own weapon. Yet in theſe places, the ſenſe 
offers 1t ſelf fo eafily, and that ſhuffling way in which 
they are propos d, looks fo like a Trick, that we can't 
but queſtion our Author s ſincerity : and 'ſhall there- 
fore be the leſs concern'd, when, in the Progreſs of 
theſe Papers, we find him mangling and putting a 
wry lenſe upon our Proteſtant Writers, fince 'tis but 
what he has done to the inſpird Penmen themſelves. 
But to drive this point farther, whether Works ought to 
be the adequate meaſure ofDo@rrineg?T fay,not onely that 
he has not prov'd it by any authorities drawn from Scrip- 
ture, but that it is impoſſible he ever ſhould. For Scrip- 
ture cannot be againſt Scripture: Now we have fre- 
quent 'inftances in Holy "Writ, where God Allmigh- 
ty has made bad men the Inftraments and Promo- 
ters of a good Dodrine; ſuch indeed, whoſe attions 
were not agreeable to what they taught, So Ba/aam was 
a Diviner, yet the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and Nu 
he prophefied of the coming of Chriſt. Febu tho other- 


tew. And Maldonate, much to my purpoſe 

enſus off ſacilis ; Veſtimenta wocat quic- 
layes Induti {eciem oviem 5 6, mention» quid extrinſteus apparet. v rhe & Opera, 
tes ovinem fraudiſque neſtiam ſimplicita-\| Eleemoſynas, omniaque offiiia charitatis. 
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* Nor is this mere'y a Proteſtant-Ex- 
poſition, Luca-Byugenſis, upon the place, 


Ho!.1.2 
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[4 | 
wiſe none of the Holieſt men, was yet 1umployd _ 
God in that grand Reformation of his, when the whole © * 
Land of /ſrae/ was over-run with Baaliſm, A Caſe fo 
parallel to this we are upon, that one would wonder it 
ſhould never be taken notice of in the whole courſe of 
the Pamphlet, did we not know fome mens Talent lay 
in diſ/embling things, when /peaking out won't be for 
their turn, Task him again, 1t the Zews ſhould have con- 
traſted thus with Ho/ea ; that his meſſage could not come 
from God, fince his works were not. an{werable : - he 
had taken a Wife of Whoredoms to him, and loy'd a- 
nother that was an Adultereſs : or ſhould a_ Ninevite 
have diſputed the miſſion of Jonas, becauſe he was a 
wicked perſon, and had been thrown into. the Sea to 
appeaſe a tempeſt, would this kind of Plea have held a- 
gainſt the Prophets ? If not, why 1s it urgd againſt L»- 
ther? Or why are Scripture-Maxims put upon us, with- 
out taking notice of Scripture-E.xamples, that ly croſs 
'em? He has not offter'd any thing from the Fathers 
upon this occaſion, and therefore we may take it for 
granted, they are Ours, Indeed, to inſtance 1n no more, 
St. Auſtin * is expreſs upon the point. Nay the greateſt 
of their own party even the two pillars of the Romiſh 
faith, Be/larmin * and Baronixs © are 1n this caſe as much 
Proteſtants as we are. But he himſelfhas given up the 
Cauſe p. 98. He there im broad words confefles,. that 
a teacher of Truth may bring forth" the fruits of a bad 


« Ne obficiatis hreticis, niſi quia #6 Certum eft ex ipſorum hominum;qui 
non funt Catholici: ne fimiles iis fitis, | nos docent, operibus, non poſfe cognofci 
qui non habendo quod in cauſa ſuz diviſi-| dottrinam, cum opera interna non yide-- 
onis defendarit, non nifi hominum crimi--j antur, exrerna autem fint commuſfſia ucril- 
na colligere affettant ; & ea ipſa plura fal- | que &c. Bellarm de grat. & lib. ard. L'F+ 
iſhme jaCtanrt, ut quia ipſam divinz Scrip- | c. 10. 
turz veritatem criminari & obſcurare | c Ignarum Vulgus dum non 'ex acris 
non poſſunt, homines per quos pr&dica- | literis, quasighorat, led ex vit® 


0 
| definire ſoleat Catholics phe. 


tur adducant in odium, de quibus & fin- | 
gere quicquid in mentem venerit poſſunt, 


Augult. Ep. 137, 


ron. Annal. Tom. 7. At. (26. 2.4 $- 


Ae. 


s 5 |; 
life, And if fo, Þ. would ask him, why he writ mo 
Look * 

And here the buſinefs ſeems to be at an end. For 
if no proof has been brought, why a, good Doftrme 
ſhould alwaies require good 'ontward works to ſupport 
it: and yet it be the whole drift of the Pamphlet, 
to bring Luther's preaching to ſuch a ſcrutiny, tis all 
built on a falſe foundation, and, when that's weak'ned, 
mult drop a courſe. But becanſe we are pretty well 
alflur'd of Luther's Moralls too, well be ſo obhging as to 
give up what has been allready faid, and put the Canfe 
upon that Iffue : tho' his Life dos not 1n the teaft concerns 
the Church of England. 'In order to this Tet us take 


the preſcrib d method, and put our felves in the ſame po- = 9a 


fture now, as we ſbould have been i in, had weliud at he fr ®* 
appearance of Luther, And fince the Properties of the 
Evil Spirit are reducible to Two. T. Fleſhly Lnfts. 
2. Contention and Diſobedience, (as One , whoſe know- 
ledge in this cafe we ſhall not queſtion, has inform'd 
us) let us fee, whether afrer our moſt 1mpartrl reſear- 
ches, we in thoſe circumſtances could have fix'd either 
of theſe blots napon him. 

1. As to-Fle/bly Lu/ts, there'ts no one ation throwgh 
the whole courſe of Lxrher s life, that can poſirbty come 
under that CharaQter, but only his Match with Bora. 
Now this hapned not till I52F, and in 1517 Luther 
had begun to Reform : fo that, ſhould T pat my felf in- 
to that poſtare, the Conſiderer defires, yet here would be 
nothing for my obſervation to lay hotd of for above 
eight years together. Me/bly Lufts therefore-could have 
given me no prejudice againft Luther s DoQrire, when 
it fr? appear d, firxe his very Adverſaries do not till 


long after that time charge 'em uponhim. Yes but weve; 20. 


are told, that he _ dagamft the Vow-of Continence 
A 3 ng; 


[6 ] 
long before he married. Now 'tho:it be ſomething in- 
proper, to call preaching an A& of Fleſhly Luſt, and 
give me that to try his -DoGtrine by,”which 1s indeed a 
piece of the Doctrine 1t- ſelf ; - yet- neither did Luther 
let fall a ſyllable againſt theſe Vows for ſeveral years af- 
ter his firſt ſetting out. - So that had Iliv'd in thedayn 
of the Reformation, -and made all thoſe' Obſervations 
I am defir'd.to do, I. can- as yet ſee no reaſon, whyT 
ſhould not have been Luzher's Profelyte. And thus 
much will ſerve. to: free Luther from Incontinence, as 
far as the method propos'd reaches: the Breach of Vow, 
and Marriage it ſelf ſhall be more largely diſcours'd of in 
their proper places. 

-2. .The other Head of the Charge is Contention and 
Diſobedience, And here again I am invited to conſider, 
whether Luther was not in an high manner guilty of 
theſe ? and, if ſo, whether a wiſe man-that had livd 
in thoſe days, could have had any-reaſon-to follow fo 
unruly a Guide ? Now the Queſtion here is not whether 
Luther diſobeyd? for that's confeſt : but when and in 
what manner he did it. | For if upon enquiry it be found, 
that for near three years together he treated his Adver- 
faries with all mildneſs, and paid a juſt deference to his 
Superiors ; if he threw not off their Authority, while 
there was any hope left of doing things in a'regular way, 
and mingled no gall in his expreflions till after all the 
venemous mouths in &urope had been open'd upon him, 
how.can he with any. colour of reaſon be termd conten- 
tious or difobedient? And that this was his caſe any im- 
partial man that Teads the joint accounts of Sleidan , 
Soave, Melancthon.. and Melchior Adamus, muſt needs ac- 
knowledg. Tis a known ſtory that he firſt ſtood up 

againſt the groſs abuſe of pecuniary Pardons - he pro- | 
posd-his ſentiments about it in a mild Scholaſtic __, 
an 


mo . 


| 7] 
and invited all that ſhould think themſelves ſtrong e- 
nough to a fair diſputation. This Challenge was not 
thought fit to be.accepted. of : but -Thece/ the fpreader 
of the Pardons anfwered him an eaſter way, by brand- 
ing him with Hereſy, and denouncing Anathemas a- 
gainſt hym from all the Pulpits 11-Saxony*. This did not 
heat him, he went on. calmly, repreſenting the-caſe in 
a letter to the Arch-Biſhop of Mentz*, and afterwards 
in two more to the Biſhop of Brandenburg, in whoſe 
Dioceſes the ſcene lay - all written with {fo .-deep an 
humility, that one would ſay, the impreſſions he rook 
from his. Vow of Obedience -were then ſtreng npon 
him-<, 1 am well content, (ſays he) I had rather obey; 


»than even, if I could, to do miracles * This ſubmiflive 


way of repreſenting things he continud afterwards 18 
ſeveral Letters to the Pope, though he knew Leo had 
torm'd a deſign againſt his Life*,. and taken Fryar Hogo- 
firat's adyice, to' confute his DoEtrine 'by fire and- fag- 
got *, Upon the Legazs ſammons, he ſubmitted hun- 
ſelf to an Examination, and appear'd-before him; and 
tho" Cajetan us'd him very courlly m the'Conference”, 


- yet no unbecoming word came from- him 5. ' At laſt, 


when for along time he had employd all the moſt -inof- 
tenfive methods; and inſtead of the Redreſs he&expetted 
trom Rome, found. his Books burnt- there, himſeltcon- 
demnd without an hearing , and his| Adyerfaries Ec- 
kiws and Prierias ſupported 1n all the Ribaldry of Lan- 


C yuage, that their paſſions could ſuggeſt,” he then; and not 
\"till then, firſt-chang'd his note, and put on. a. greater 


# Melch. Ad. Vir. Luth. | d-Sleid; Com, L. 2. ad An.T51 9. | 
_ 6 It begins thus,” Pardon me Reverend | e Soave p, 2. Ed. Loud. 1620. 
in Chriſt, if I the meaneſt of men have þ f-1d. p:8. 
the boldneſs to approach your hjghneſs See the Account- of this Conf, in- 
with a Letter. &c. Luth. Op. T. r. p. 94. «7 
- Tom. 1: Op. p. 99. Edit. Wattenb. f 

$2. 


om. Op. 


freedom: 


a, 
ay 
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freedomof Expreſſion. Before this time, he ſtrove with 
no man, but 1n the ſpirit of meekneſs, and threw off 
"no Authorities that he had engagd himſelf to obey *. 
But the Pope had now declard his judgment by a A 
Bull, and ownd the Cauſe : ſo he was forcd-: to de- 
eline his cenſure-, and appeal to. a Council, Thus 
are the earlieſt ations of Luther in no wiſe chargea- 
ble with contumacy; and I beheve that part of the firſt 
Volume of his Works, which contains whatever he wrote 
in histwo leading Years, will, tho' fifted by an Enemy, 
hardly afford, throughout, one fingle indecency. 
I might here again very juſtly drop this Anſwer: for 
fince the drift of his book 1s already evacuated, what 
+ Cons. need I purſue him thro all it's particulars? He advisd « 
__ meto put my ſelf in the ſame poſture 1 ſhould have been in had 
Tl dat Luthers FiR8T APPEARANCE: T havedone 
{o, and find that this firſt appearance of his has nothing hi- 
deous or frightful in it : the Poſture, heput me in, has 
prov'd flatly againſt his defign : for it repreſents Luther 
under the Image of-an holy and humble perſon, with 
nothing of Fle/bly Luft, or diſobedignce about him: | But 
becaulſe- I find the bulk of his book employ'd upon the 
latter paſſages of Luther's Tite, I am tempted to think 
that by /ir/t appearance, he might mean /2/t appearance'; 
and ſhall therefore-(after I have defird him to conſider 
to what trouble his odd way of 'expreſſton has put-me ) fob 
low him even in that ſenſe too; confronting his Aceu- 
lations Paragraph by Paragr aph., as they ly an order. 
And perhaps, - by that time” this 4s done, 'twill uppar, 
that he meant, neither r/, nor /a/! appearance; but 
Juſt nothing at all | 
The thing promis'd was to ſet ont ſome of L, Works 


a Hear an Enemy conſeſs it. In iplis non pefirn zelo moveri, plencqae #nihi! 
hujus T ragzdiz initiis viſus eſt Lutherus | ſpearcaliudqua mEcclehie Reformatio- 
ctiam p eriſque viris grauibus & eruditis | onem. Surius Comment. ad Ann, 1FI7+- 


or 


[9 ] 


or Fruits, that by them -we might paſs ſentence upon 
his Doetrines : let us fee how he performs. He entertains 
us firſt with a Preamble about the holyneſs of Martin L7, 
life, while a Monk ; im ſuch obliging terms, that for a 
page or two, youd think him on our fide : but 'tis only 
a picce of his addreſs, a ſmall civility before' he open's 
his buſyneſs: in return to't therefore 7 am his humble 
Servant, and ſo (if he pleaſes) we'llcome to the Point. 

We find him then 5. 3. and 6. crying wpns: he has 
diſcover'd the main root of the Reformation: the firſt wheel 
it ſeems which ſet all the reſt a work; was a new Do- 
rine that Mertin, while a Monk, -embrac'd,-of Fuftife- 
cation by Faith alone, Now 'twill be found I believe, 
when this 1s look'd into, that he has di/cover'd juſt no- 
thing but the depth of his wn underſtanding. For 

1/7, T would ask him, whether this new Do@trine of 
Juſtification be one of thoſe Works which L. Faith is to 
be tryd by? if not, why #re we amus'd with it here 
for a dozen pages together * was he ſerious when he 
'proposd a method, which hequits now the firſt ſtep he 
advances? But admit the pertingnce of the remark, I am 
ſure we have a great deal of reaſon to queſtion the 
Truth of it. For thoweare not at all concern'd, where 
L, firſt took up this opimon, yet 

2dly, How is it prov'd, that he embrac'd it 'while in 
the Monaſtery ? why, by exprels afſertions of this Do- 
arine, in Treatiſes of his, written ten years after he 
came out ont A fine diſcovery indeed! and every 
ways befitting a man of my Author's Sagacity ! Now 
ſhould I turn this way of reaſoning upon him, and 
prove from what he now writes, he muſt needs have 
been a Papift 20. years ago, he would net, T believe, 
admit the argument, becauſe there is a ſcuryy. inference 
hanging at the tail of it. Nay. | 
; B 34, 'He 


vid. $.7. 
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2dly, He is {o far from fixing the time when this: 
new Dodrine was firſt hatch'd, that he has notproy'd 
the Dodtrine it ſelf to be new: tho, he attempts 1t'$. 6; 
by citing a deciſion of the Council of 7rent's, together * 
with Bellarminand Caſſander's authorities. But I would 
have him remember, that the Epocha of that Do- 
Arine, he calls new, does by his own accompt run at 
leaſt 30 years higher then the oldeſt of' theſe: ſo that 
L.is brought 1m guilty of Novelliſm, as Strafford was 
of Treaſon, by a Law made after the fa& was done. 
Now to urge the ſuppos d perpetuity of their Faith for 
the validity of this inſtance, is to urge a thing, which 
Proteſtants deny : and therefore any argument ground- 
ed upon that maxim can be nothing but a childiſh }. 
petitio Principii, a fault which his own Logic whips him 
tor. Should I infift upon eyery failure of this nature, 
I muſt write Volumes, for there 1s never a ſtep made 
without a ſtumble. "Twill be more material to: obs 
{erye, that | 
4thly, He has not dealt fairly with L'. Do&rine mn 
this point; infinuating all along that it falls in with 
the Solifdian and Fiduciary Errors: but he wrongs him 
infinitely, for an hundred inſtances might be brought 
from his writings, where the neceſſity of good works 
in order to Salvation is diſplay'd. But inſtead of that, 
I ſhall leave him to be confuted by Bellarmin's confeſ- 
fron *, or, if he won't take his word, by his own p.16. 
where he allows L-'. faith to be ſuch, as when true,- bus 
allways good works joyn'd with it. L.. teaches indeed 
that fides /ola juſtificat, but not /olitaria; that faiths: 
lone juſtifies, but not the Faith that is. alone: 
Works are inſeparable attendants upon this juſtifyung - 


« Lutherus docet aliquo modo neceſſa-] fidem non eſſe,quz non parit bona operts 
| de Jutit Lb Er. SP! 


ria ele bona opera, cum affirmet veram 
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Faith, but they contribute nothing to the af of Juſti- 
fication : they make not juſt, - but are allwaies with 
them that are made ſo. This is LU. was the C. of Rome'ss, 
and is now the C. of England's Do&trine : - if he'll be 
pleas'd to attacque it as ſuch,it ſhall not want a Defender. 
As to his Quotations on this occaſion, they are, (as at 
other times) very trifling. To purſue every particn- 
lar of em would be nauſeous and unneceflary : one ge- 
neral Remarque, that I ſhall leave with the Reader, will 
lead him into the ſenſe of 'em all. L. wrote againſt 
a ſort of men that held good works to be meritorious, 
and rely'd on 'em, as of themſelves /atisfafory, without 
a particular application of faith : this was the DoQrine 
(or at leaſt the praQtice) of the cloyſter; and this E 
through all his Writings encounters: ſo that where evyer 
he put's a flight upon good works 'tis as they ſtand di- 
ſtint from Faith, under the notion that ſuperſtitious 
zeal had then cloath'd 'em with *. I will not fay that 
in the proſecution of this he neyer went awry, he did 
Sf in reviving that doubt, which was ſometime in the 
primitive Church, of St. James's Epiſtle being Canoni- 
cal, becauſe he thought 1t ran counter to St. Paul: 
but he withdrew this plea of his, when better inform'd; 
if quoting from it afterwards, as from Scripture , be 
owning it's Authority. Tis plain his followers think 
lo: the moſtrigid of whom, and who 1nevery punatho 
would be thought like Luther, do yet retain this E- 
piſtle in the Canon. Indeed in the 1/7. Edition of his 
: Ti won iehed £67 conrrinG poo | whe is mean by Hiatt Sor 0e 
paratur per diſtuſonem, colleftionem, & | whether you are contrite jor no, as his fly in- 
deteſlationem peccati Oc. facit hypoucritam, | terpreter has it, but wif out reſpeft to your 
Aſſert. Art, 6 he expound's himſelf af- | contrition, i. e the contrition you fo pnuch 


terwards by telling you that the contriti- po—_—_ as the article i felf when pro- 
an he's talking of 1s neturatss, impia & ex- | pounded intire, and the -pariphraſe upon 


tra fidem. When he tell's _=_ (Adert. | it ſufficiently evidence. And fo of rhe 
Art, 11.) Crede fortiter #8 ab/0 


utum, & ab- | reſt. 
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German Bible he call's it Sraminea; not abfolutely;' but 
in- compariſon with thoſe of St. Paul. But in all the 
Editions after 1526 tis left out : and the arida, the 
Pamphlet talk's of, is 1n none of em at all. The ob- 
xk&ion drawn from his calling St. Pau/ Evangeliſt-jn 
preference to Matthew, Mark, and Luke, is ridiculous, 
for he there tells you what he means by Evengeliſts, 
viz : ſuch as preach the glad tidings of that comfortable 
DoArine (as our Articles terin it ), of Juſtification-by 
Faith alone : . and 1n this fenſe he ſays - you may more 
properly ſay the GoSpel of St. Paul then of Matthew &c: 
And what is there fo heynous in this expreſſion? 'Tis 
low ebb ſure with his Accuſer , when ſuch Peccadillos 
as theſe are put in to ſwell the Charge. But the grand 
Article is to come. L. (he ſays) was /o ſtrangely affetitd 
with this new invention | he means juſtifying Faith] 
that he made bold much to prefer the Mahometan life asu0 
good manners before the Chriſlian. Now had L. ſpokewp 
to this accuſation, yet Chry/ofom's example would have 
been his defence. For he ſays the very fame thing 
almoſt the ſame terms of the Chriſtians 1n his tume.comr 
pard with the Pagans *. But L has indeed ſaid noſuch 
thing. In the place cited he compares Mahometans and 
Papiſis as to the auſterities of living: but" tis farfrom 
his principles to ſay all good life and pradfice confiltsmn 
theſe {triftnefles *. He only urges that if it were fo, 
then the one would lay as fair a claim to it-as theoos 
ther. For the proof of this he vouches the reftumany 
of a Papiſt, one usd barbarouſly by 'em in a ſlavery of 
11 years continuance; and who had therefore no-great 
reaſon to fayor em. . The Confiderer here gives.hum 


« Chryſoſt Op-Imp. in Matth. hom.49. junia, Horze Canonicz," & univerſa "ills 
_ & Chriftiana Religio longe aliud eſt, & | facies Eccieſis Romarie 'per- ol 
{b-imius aliquid, quam Ceremoniz ſpe- | Luch. Pref: in Tract. de Turciſmo,"* * 
ible Raſura, C ucullus, Pallor. vultus, }e- 
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the Ly, and ſays no ſuch thing 1s to be found in that 
Relation. I ſhall not return the Complement, but de- 
fire the Reader to look at the bottom of the page *, 
and hell be pretty well ſatisfy d of my Author's mode- 
ſty. This innocent refle&ion, gives occafion for one of 
the wildeſt inferences that ever was made. - He is CON- 
demn'd immediately as preferring Turcifm to'Chriſti- 
anity, the Alchoran to the Bible, and Mabomet to Chrif.. 
With this falſe feent my Author runs away at- full 
cry ; proves maniteſtly to you, that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is the moſt holy of all Religions; and after he 
has heated his imagination to an high pitch of zeal, con- 
cludes with a Dews tibi imperet, the L4. rebuke thee. His 
fancy, it ſeems has made a Gyant of a Windmill, and 
hes now engaging it : I ſhall ſlip away in the mean time, 
and when he has ſpent his fury, meet hum at the roth 
Paragraph. 

For ſo far we mult go before any new matter offers 
it ſelf. His reflexzons between are {ſo very mean, that 
a bare recitall .confutes them. © L*. Doctrine ( he fays) 67. 
is ſince detefied by many judicious Proteſtants. If you ask 
him how he knew it, he ll tell you- Hammond and Zhorn- 
dike wrote -againſt the Solifedians, and Luther himſelf 
( one of thoſe judicious Proteſtants) .confeb'd ,-'that 
ſome wreſted what he taught to their own deſtruQtion. 


[t is a Dodtrine woid of Conſolation - becauſe ſome- men 5 8. 


think they have this Faith, when-they have.1t.not, and 


« Chap. the 14th; ofthe Relation I find He cage the Turks :bave their, M nb, and 
theſe words. In ita ſpecie religionis m- cof differer it Orders,the Ders es, the 
ventune aliquid tants perfetionts, ut im-\ Kadri, the Ni ——_— the E and 
paſſibiles [nt wt nihil exterioris , impreſſianis |.twenty mare: * ; & Lye under 25 great 
ſertire valeant : nam in mexiney: goribut uber cpubnor Cornelis :they 


nudato torpore incedunt, & non ſentinns, ti 8 barefoot, uſe co hon IE Bs of have 
"an 


ſux probationis rationes & veritatem oſt en- equent pPiigrintages, 50 

dunt in veriis ftigmatibus cembuſt tonwum, & rtvthe thie \ ar$or orb 
ccatricibus inciſionum & 6. Aliving witneſs} and Obedrence Ryc- "= &. of the Orc. 
of pood credit has conkrm'd this account | 


RP. Pp. 138. &c, 
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ſo are betray'd into a fatal ſecurity. This-is ſuch ſtuff 
as no patience can digeſt, But L. purſu'd this notion 
ſo far, as to hold a parity of honor in all juſtify d. He 
did ſo, as to the aCt of Juſtification it ſelf, and ſo muſt 
all do that hold it gratuitous : but not as to the 4 
of SanQification afterwards. The honor of Knighthood 
is the fame in all upon whom the Prince confer's it: 
but ſome Knights may live up to their charaQers bet- 
ter than others, and ſo poſieſs a larger ſhare in-the Prin- 
ces fayor. What little amuſements theſe are for ſo migh 
a man in Controverſy to ſport himſelf withall ? He 
might een as well have employ'd his time ( as the Au- 
thor of a Book of Education fays ſome Princes have 
done) in the frivolous and low delights of catching Moles, 
haltering Frogs, hunting Mice with humble-bees, making Lan 
terns, Tinderboxes, and ſuch like Manufa@ure. 

Come we now to the ſecond Branch of L'. Accufa- 
tion, his vilifying Religious Vows , Pennance. &c. Agen 
I muſt ask him, 1s this a work to try the Dodrine byz'or 
rather a part of the Do&rine that is to be tryd? If 
Works are to decide the goodneſs or badneſs of LU. cauſe, 
according to what was firſt propos d, why are theſe ſpe- 
culative points prepoſterouſly put upon us ? But-if or 
Author, in ſpite of his own deſign, 1s reſoly'd' to-gwe 
us a liſt of his Doarines, with what color of reaſon can 
that about Mdulgences be flipp'd over ? "Twas the main 
Article that made the breach, as all their own writers 
confeſs : and do's it not deſerve a mention ? But we 
deal with a man that underſtands very well the order- 
ing of his ſcenes. This buſyneſs of Indulgences 1s too 
groſs to be touch'd upon, 'twould leave ill impreſſions 
upon the Reader's mind; and therefore he paſſes 1t over 
juſt as Mezeray and the French Writers do the battleot 


Creſſy.” It cannot be ſhewn ſo much as in ths 
19Nnt 
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light will make it look lovely. Here'is/a fair vccafion 
given. to ſupply the defects of my Author's ſtory; and 
ſhew to what beaſtly uſes Indulgences were then' put; 
and upon how brave an occaſion it was, that L, firſt 
appear'd : but: becauſe the whole voice-of Germany in 
the Centum Gravamina *, and the' Trent-Countcil it felf* 
has done it to my hands, 'twill be perhaps a needleſs 
trouble. I go on then to Tee what L. has faid in diſ- 
paragement of Pennance, Vows, &Cc. 

As to the firſt of theſe, Pennance; and what fall's un- 
der it in all that heap of Quotations. which he has pil'd 
up Paragr. the 10h, nothing is aim at but the /uper- 
flitious, and meritorious uſe of it : and this all Proteſtants 
as well as L. decry. When he's pleasd to urge any 
thing in 1t's fayor, twill be time to think of our rea- 
ſons. In the mean while he's refolvd, I find; by ſuch 
dry tedious accompts, to force his Reader upon the 
Praftice of Pennance, where he 1s not able to recom- 
mend the Doctrine of it. He hath a long paſlage out 
of the Colloquia where L. deters men from folitary- 
neſs: from indulging themſelves in a ſtrange afteted 
retirement, he dos not from a ſober ſolitude, that ral- 
lies our fcatter'd ſtrengths, and prepares us againſt any 
new encounters from without : for this he both-taught 
and practisd, He has indeed ſaid nothing there, which 
St. Bernard did not fay yoo years ago of fome who'in 
purſuit of greater ſanity withdrew themſelves into 
defarts © ſuch, ſays he, are tempted by the Devil," and'in 
theend, by ſad experience find the truth of that-ſaying. Wo 
unto him-that is alone! for.if be falleth, he hath none to 
belþ him, But a ſhorter Anſwer may be giyen to- this 


tere perſuaſitz & cognoverunt &c. Rem 
in Cant,» germ. 33+ - 


« Grav, 31. 
6 Self. 25 Decret; de Indulg. 
© Dzmonille meridianus Eremum pe- 
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and all other places taken from the Colloguin menſalja; 

"Tis a book not receiv'd yet into the Canon by the Learns 
ed: It depends purely bn the credit of one Van Spary, 


that tell's a blind ſtory of his finding 1t 1n the ruines'of 


an old houſe many years after L. and Aa7rifaber the'pre- 
tended compiler was dead : but ſhould it be genuine, 
yet no fair adverſary would urge looſe rable ralk againſt 
a man in controverſy, and build ſerious inferences up- 
on what perhaps was ſpoken but 1n jeſt. 

Vows and Celibacy are the next points he goes upon. The 
latter of theſe makes an intire Treatiſe of it ſelf. and 
is the Task of another hand, to which I refer the Rea- 
der, that defires a fuller ſatisfaction ; and ſhall only 
make a reflection or two en paſSant. L. recommended ma- 
trimony, he did well, I hope, to follow fo good a Guide 
as St. Paul: -- Yes, but in preference to Celibacy : now 
this, I fay, 1s a piece of my Author's mendaciry: for in 
that very place that he has recourſe to, for the proof 
of this aflertion, theſe words are plamly read. * Sicubi 
conjugium quis cum celibatu conferat, preflantins certe do- 
auf eft celibatus, With what tolerable ingenuity could 
he paſs this over unmention'd ? Yet in ſpite of L'."de- 
claration 1n the cafe, he will it ſeems prove the Tenet 
upon him. He urges that place, where L. fays, that 
-- properly ſpeaking the late of the Religious Orders is mitt 
dane, and that of Matrimony Spiritual, He \dos' io, bitt 
he ſays more too; for the very next words are De i/ts 
autem Ordinibus & Religiofs loquor, qui eo nomine hatenus 


feſe v& nominari & jattari perpeſſi ſunt. He affirm's'not 


abſolutely that Marriage is the more Spiritual ſtate, 
but in compariſon with Celibacy as then praQtis'd inthe 
Church of Rome : where it was commonly forc'd", taken 


« Comm. in 1 Cor. 7. 6. 
s Juventam paſſim in cxnobia ad cce- 


| libatum coguat. Luth,Exc&g, in #Cor. 1. 


up 
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up under 4 bo/d wow *, thought meritorious *, and lead in 
all uncleane8*,” "And in this' ſenſe it was that he fad, 
Matrimonium velut efſe aurum , POD vero flatum ut 
fercus; tor tothe objeAtion made immediately upon this, 
.- What then muſt none live unmarried? he anſwers -- 1 am 
now talking not of Celibacy it elf, but of" the Spiritual flate 
(as they term it) two as different things, as can well 'be 
imagin'd, Again when he expounds that Text urg'd for 


virginity, [ 'Tzs good for a man '{o to be | of conveniency in , c,,. 
this life, not of Spiritual good; "tis in concent to his own 7-26 


Principles, which allow no merit, no intrinſ:c worth to 
accompany one ſtate more then another. But then he 
own's this convenience may be employ'd- to a very good 
ule in reſpect of another life too*, as it affords us freer 
ſcaſons of attending upon God and Virtue. | The ftate 
it ſelf 1s not more holy then- another, but it gives a-lar- 
ger ſcope to diſplay the holyneſs we allready have, and 
to procure what we have not. He invites all people 
in general to matrimony becauſe he thinks the (ui poteft 
capere, capiat of our Saviors, implys ©, the gift of Con- 
tinence to belong but to a few. But where he meets 
theſe few, he breaks out into Euges, and Acclamations; 
and expreſſes himſelf in terms that might become the 
mouth of St. Hierome. '* T hoſe are high and' noble” Souls 
(fays he ) who by the Grace of God have laid ſuch a chain 
upon their paſſions, as, tho' ſupplyd by nature with all bodily 


« Continentia donum eſt non noſtri{ e Mallet Apoſtolus cuivis eximiam 
operig, noſtrarumve virium, proindenec | continentiz donum conceſſum effe,ur an- 
qui'quam id yovere poteſt. Ibid. xiz mattimonii expers curz & miſeriz, 

6 Ex caſtitate meritum-& jatantiam | oli Des & verbo ecjus libere totis viribus 
coram Deo & hominibus faciunt. Ibid. } incumberet. 1bid. 

c Nullus ſtatuurm impudentior eſt, & ]. f Ibid. 
ad libidinem promptior Fcclefiaſtico & | g Alti & predivites ſpiritus ſunt per 
(pirituali ftatu, ut hodiernus dies teſta- | gratiam Dei infrznati, qui narurs corpo- 
tur. Ibid, ri.que viribus ad rem inidoneinon ſunt, 
_ 4 Reſpondeo -- De fpirituali nunc ſatu | &*ſaupte tamen ſponte coelibes perma- 
'0quor ad matrimonium comparato, non | nent Serm, de Mat. item Comm. in 
de Czlibatu, C zlibatus & vera continen- | PC. 128. 3. 
ua aliud eft ac ſpiritualis ſtatus, Ibid, 
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vigor, can yet willingly abſtain, Thus after all the little 


fleights and cayils of the Confiderer, tis plain that Lu-_ 


ther's expreſſions are juſt, and his thoughts every way re- 
zular upon the point. Tho, ſhould he have indulgd 
himſelf in a flight or two beyond ſtrift truth, in praiſe 
of. marriage , 1t had been'no more then what ſome Fa- 
thers have been guilty. of on zhe other jide, as his very 
Adverſaries confeſs *: And a great deal muſt have been 
allow d to his natural warmth of temper, in this caſe, 
when 'tis conſider d what ſort of Church he engagd: 
a Church, where marriage had by * two Popes been ſtild 
« unholy, * carnal, and unpleaſing to God, by *© two Saints, 
filthy beaſtlyneſs; and by fa Council it ſelf, unclean abomi- 
nable contagion. I ſhall diſmiſs this point with arequeſt 
to the Conſiderer, that he would do LU. at leaſt this ju- 
ſtice in citing hum, as not to make him ſpeak in congru- 
ouſly : Chriſt us ipſe non conſuluit -- ſay's LU. -- celibatum, 
my Author wiſely puts in. Now unleſs he can proye 
celibatum a man-or a woman, this Latin will be. mych- 
what the ſame with a folzciſm: for nothing but. men 


and women dos conſulo eyer adviſe. - But a piece of falſe 


Grammar is eafily pardon d, where we have {ſo muchfalſe 
reaſon to deal with. 


The diſcourſe of Vows ( blended with that of Celibaty- 


in the Pamphlet ) has that art and addreſs 1n it as to 
make L". appear a Lampetian. But this is an unworthy 
deſign. For any man conyerſant in his Works muſt know, 


e Sr. Dunſtan & St. Ofwald, vide Reg 


s Eſpenceus, L. 3. de Cont. inc. 11., 
Hieronymus 2#quus ſane parum eſſe vide- þ#ccl. Wigorn, Bp. Hall Honour of the 


tur vel unis nuptiis. Apolog. Tumult. | Married + ergy: lib. 3. $. 10. 
p, 14. Gregorio viro ut videtur plus ſatis] f Concil. Tolert. 8. c. 5, Quoſdam ſa- 
cerdotes aut uxorum aut quarumcungque 


6 Syricius, & Innocent | foeminarum immunda fſocietate & ex» 
e Innocen Exup. Tolos, Epiſc. Ep. 3.\ ecrabili contagio turpari. Modem exam» 
c, 1. Diſt. 128. Propoſuiſti. Vide Surium | ples might be alleg'd in good ſtore. 


1om. 1. p. 530. 
d Syricius Pap. Decr. Tom: 1, Canc. a- | minem. reddit rotum carnalem & Inep- 


pud Surium p. 495+ tum ad divina, L*I, de cler, c. 18. 
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that he was not utterly againſt a// Vows* but.only for 
regulating the uſe of /ome. Here him once far all thus 
ſpeaking, Ego /ane non repugnaverim,, fiquis privatim ar- 
bitrio ſuo velit vovere, ne-uo0ta penitus contemngn aut dam- 
nem *. The thing he blamd was' their being taken.up 
abſolutely, without any reſerve of neceſſity His maxiun 
was, that abſolute Vows can be made only of ſuch 
things as are wholly in our power then, when we; Vow: 
and of this kind, he ſays * all Scripture-Yows, were,..Now 
Continence he thinks 1s a Gift pertealy out of ourreach, 
and therefore dos not ly within the compaſs of ſfucha 
Vow. The Confiderer ſuppoſes otherwiſe, affirmmg 
this Gift to beagivn to all thoſe, who uſe' a juſt endeavor, for 
it, But we fay,' that the wiſdom of the Holy. Ghoſt 
would then never have preſcribd marriage as aremedy 
for fornication, for what need of a remedy, where there 
is no Diſeaſe? We appeal to. that Text! -- All men receiue 


not this ſaying ,, and from thence urge,, that a ſingle Life z. s. 


is not the Talent of all men: and Maldonare allows us,”** 
that almoſt all the Interpreters ( amongſt whom he ree- 
kons three Fathers of the firſt magnitude) do- ſo ex- 
pound it © Tho'\, with the modeſty of a Zeſuit, he ſays 
afterwards, that nevertheleſs be 3s not of their opinion. To 
his three Fathers (Origen, Naziangzen, and Ambroſe.) we 
add two more, St. Hierome*, and Str Auftine ;* andiare 
content to err in the interpretation of a Text, with,,a(/ 
mo/? all the Fathers on our fide.. But Li, ſometimes pre- 


« Bellarmin L. 2. de Mon. c, 15. own's | quar, Maldon. in locum. 
Its | £e Si omnes virgines effe peſſent, nnn- 
Lib. de Vot, Monaſt. [quam & Dorminus dicerer {qui | poreſtca- 
<-Nullum omnino in ſ{cripturis Voti |pere capiat].& Apoſtolus in ſuadendo 
Exemplum legimus, nifi in his rebus, quz | non trepidaret. Hier. \adv. Jovia. kin 
nobis jam anrea dat ſunt, aut ſubjnde da- |Þ 412. ' 
buntur (ut Numer. 30. conftat.) ut de di-| f Nunc reQiffime dicitur Tqui poreft 
bus,agris,caſtigatione &c. Exeg in 1Cor. 7. | capere, capiat | qui autem fe non con- 
d Sic fere omnes exponunt ; quam in- |tinet, nubat. Aug, 'de Adult. Conf. L.2- 
terpretationem adduci non pollum ut ſe-' c. 2. 
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$1114 ſumes upon the Gift of Continency, as when the Wife is fick &c. 
Right ! in. ſuch circumſtances as took their riſe from a” 
lawful and warranted a@tion de do's; and there he thinks 
the divine veracity engag'd to make good the promiſe 
of our being tempted no farther then we are able; not 
{o, when the neceſſity that lyes upon us, had its riſe 
from ſomething unlawful, and unwarranted, ſuch as he 
accounts Vow'd Celibary to be: which he knew under 
this indiſpenſable reſtraint was never taught nor pra- 
&is'd by Antient Fathers; and he knew too the wild 
effeas that had follow'd upon this reſtraint 1n latter times, 
when men allow'd themſelves all Liberties that did not 
direaly infringe their Vow, and Concubinaye, and ſimple 
Fornication were almoſt expung d out of the liſt of Sins. 
Damianws's letter to Nicholas the 24 about the middle of 
the 11th Century 1s an Authentic Record of the lewd- 
nefles committed under the reign of Celibacy : the groſ- 
ſeſt part of his confeſſion, 'was (as Baronius owns) 
ſuppreſs'd by the Pope, -yet as it now ſtands, twould 
makea man think Sodom and Gomorrah were rebuilt agen. 
Clemangis s complaints *near 3oo years ago are known 
things, and Era/mus's confeſſion *15 a ſtanding teſtnmony. 
Who 1s ignorant of the ſtory of Petrus Aloy/rus, Paul the 
24's, Baſtard, or of the Arch-Biſhop of Benevento's Poetry? 
Theſe were crying: lewdnefles, yet not reſented by the 
Popes then in the See: nay the latter was thoughtfit to 
be honord afterwards with the charaQter of Nuntio to 
the Venetians. Yet the Pamphlet is.very warm with 
1.6-3. I", for impiouſly accuſing the Religious of uncleanneſs. And 
"- if it were ſo, how could he know it, that himſelf livd chaft © 
The Queſtion is filly enough to Anſwer it ſelf. The 
matter of fa&t has been already in part tnade out, and 


« De ſtatu'Eccl. p. 47. & inde. lice inceſti & impudici &c« Eraim. 
6 Qyam innumeri Monachi {int pub- | Annot. in, 1 Tim. 3. p+ 533+ 
might 
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might yet farther be cleard by a Cloud 'of Witneſſes. 
The beaſtlynefles upon Record committed /1n our En- 
{liſh Monaſteries are a1ufficient ſample of what was done 
in the reſt. We have the Prior of St. Andrew's Confeſſion 
amongſt our Rolls: *we have an abſtra&t of the Brevia- 
rium Compertorium in Monaſteriits AY. 1538: Whichift we 
do not more largely inſiſt upon, 'tis our good manners that 
will not ſuffer us to talk of thoſe fins, which their | Re- 
ligicn did not hinder them from Ading. In fuch a 
| therefore as this, when the Celibate was ſtain'd 
with theſe impurities, 'twas requiſite to-preach-up the 
honor of the married ſtate in the higheſt ſtrains it would 
bear. Prudent Zeal could tontrive no better an expe- 
dient, and I ſee not how L. Accufer can charge him 


on this account, as encouraging 1he liberties of the Fleſh, Vide. 


unleſs he firſt ſubſcribe the lew'd determination of C ofter * 
and the Caſuiſts, that _ - 'T is leſs ſun for Priefls 10 for- 


nicate then marry*, As for that expreſſion, {# Domina no-g..n.z 


lit, adveniat ancilla, tho it be indeed too light upon fo 
ſerious an occaſion, yet any man who conſults the Con- 
text will find nothing indecent at the bottom on't.  Z*, 

is making a deciſion upon St. Paul's rule of ſeparating 
only for a time, Here, ſays He, if the Wite perfifts-un 
an obſtinate denyal of the Bed -- opportunum eSF ut dicat 
maritus - ſi tu nolueris, alia wolet; ſs Uxor nolit, adveniat 
Ancil/a, That is, ſhe ſhall be taken into her place not 
as Woman but as Wife; after divorce made from--the 
other : for ſo the next words plainly ſpeak -- ta tamen 
ut antea iterum Q tertio uxorem admoneat, G cor am aliis 
ejus etiam pertinaciam detegat, ut publice 49 ante conſpettum 
Eccleſie duritia ejus & agnoſcatur wy Reprehendatur... 'Si 
tum renuat, repudia eam -- He mult firſt admonaſh her 


a lcwida ſi fornicetur, aut dami [fi matrimonium contrahar. Coſter, Ench. 
-oncubinam habeat, tametrſi gravi facri- |. 15, 


icgio {e obſtripgat, gravius tamen peccat; 


twice 


[22 ] 
twice or thrice in public, and then -- Repudietur Vxor, 
adveniat Ancilla, T was willing to propoſe this paſlage: 
intire, to take off the diſguiſe which it's Quoter has put 
upon it. He has ſhuftled the two ends of the ſentence 
together, and by taking out the its :amen &c1n the mid- 
dle, made it ſpeak juſt as he would have it. That which 
gives diftaſt to the Ear in it is a German by-ward: and ſuch 
kind of things L-. according to the humor of thoſe times, 
purſues with ſome fondneſs: take 1t ſingly, and it carries 
an air of levity, I confeſs ; but, in conſort with the reſt, 
you ſee, has a meaning quite different from what this 
Author would infinuate. ; 

Thus tar-my Author has ſhipd his firſt defignznot a let- 
ter of what has been yet ſaid promoting any wayes the 
tryal of L' Spirit, by the Fruits of it. He begins now (after 
a Parentheſis of 25. Pages) to offer ſomething that looks 
that way. L' Anticelibacy lay s not here, he ſays, he ſhook 
off his Vow, and Married a Nun: This we acknowledge 
to bea ork, and we'll prove it no bad one. Had hedone 
it with the Popes Licenſe, his Adverſaries muſt have been 
filent, for thats a rul'd caſe with the School-men ; and 
the HK. of Aragon's ſtory 1s too known to be repeated. Yet 
theſe ſame Schoolmen do not ſtretch the point ſo far, as 
to ſay the Pope has an ab/olute unlimited power over thele. 
Vows: no, a /olemn Vow (ſuch as Luther 's was) is, they ſay, 
de jure pofurivo ac naturali:; and that in this therefore, the 
Pope cannot make a nullity, where there 1s none; but 
onely declare it, where itis*. Now if L'Vow was # 
fſelfvoid, what need of a recourſe to the Pope to have 1t 
declar 410? "Twas made immediately to God, without a- 
ny intervening obligation to his Holyne/s; and tho the 


« Papa non poteſt diſpenſare in Voto| dem diſpenſer, ſed per interpretationem 
ſolenni: quis enzm poreſl di'penſare in ju- zqui & boni declaret eum qui voverat, 
re naturali & politivo ? poſſunt quidem ' non teneri voto, Maldon. gums q 12+ 
incidere cauſz, in quibus Papa non qui- | art. 7, 


judgment 
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judgment 'of the Church: be defireable to ſatisfy a ſcru- - 
pulous Votary that he is releasd, yet if the Votary beſa- 
tisty'd without this judgment, and his grounds be ratio- 
nal, he may a& accordingly, without fin. Now L. had 
ſeveral reaſons to think his Vow not binding, Itwas 
taken up without de/iberation, or even conſent. Neque enim 
libens, & cupiens fiebam Monachus, ſed 4 terrore v agone ſu- 
bite mortis vovi coaſum ac neceſ/arium votum * : And a- 
sainſt the expreſs commands of his Fazher*: to whom 
Obedience was he knew injoind by Scripture, when 
Continence was not « So many flaws had this Vow in 
it's firſt conception, And as he had taken it up thro dil- 
obedience, ſo 'twas laid down in compliance to that ve- 
ry-authority it had defy'd : for ſo Melchior Adamus relates 
the ſtory. But what need was there of doing this in the 
414year ofhis Age ? when (in the homely phraſe of the 
Pamphlet) zhe boilings of nature were now well offwag a 
But 1s the Confiderer ſo well acquainted with Lutber's 
Craſts, as to be ſure of that ? Are freſh luſtings a greater 
wonder after forty, then a new Religion after three- 
(core ? If LU. did not then. burn, how comes this a& tobe a 
Fleſbly Luft with my Author ? If he did, why 1s it queſtt- 
ond, whenan Apoſtle has given his warrant forit? He 
himſelf, I own, gives another reaſon for his Marriage -- tbe 
leaving his own doeFrine confirm'd by his own example*. But 
he does not give it as theone/y one. Tho ſhould helay the 
whole ſtreſs of the caſe upon this principle 'twould eaft- 
ly bear it. Men were then ſtrangely poſſeſs d with the - 
eternal obligation of a Vow : when they grew uneaſy 
under it, yst they look'd on Mariage with horror and de- 

, Przf. ad Lib. de Vot. Monaſt. This | when theſc ex efhons are for his puvpo'e, 
be leaves Curthole Boll © dee noqen | þ To ignemar® dani id mari 
nim libens & cupiens fiebam Mona- c Continentia non cſt mandats, Obe- 


chus, ſed - and then in the end - coactum | dientja vero eſt mandats. Ibid- 
ac necefiarium votum. - And yet p. 63. 4 Epilt. ad Mich. Shifel. 
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teſtation, and choſe rather the methods God had forbid; 


ws 


then the remedies he had appointed.  To- reſcue inen's. 
minds from the ſlavery of theſe notions 'was I” defign: 
He could no wayes ſo effectually recommend his do-' 
arrine, as by being himſelf the example of 1t. This mo- 
tive therefore was ſufficient to authoriſe what hedid: - 
fince according to St-Thomas* and St. Bernard, * rules, tis 
allowable to exchange a Vow for any greater good that 
ſtands in competition with it. And the picking out Bo 
ra to match with, one who had formerly been a Nun; 
was but making the Prefident he was going to ſet, more 
conipicuous; and an open declaration that the quarrel 
between hum and Rome was irreconcileable. þ 
Befides it muſt be conſider d, that L'- did not by any 
particular ſollicitations invite Bora, either to leave her 
Monaſtery, or to take up thoughts of marriage : ſhehad 
done both of her own accord. Her Veil ſhe had thrown 
oft above two years before her acquaintance with L'. and 
went ſo far in theſe reſolutions, as allmoſt to cloſe with a 
match that was profferd her , but this breaking off, His 
6.1:. Offer was accepted. -But Adamus ſays that L", himſelf af- 
termards regretted this attion, What is meant here by 
regretting, I don't underſtand : for Adamus fays no more, 
then that he was concern'd at the cenſures of ſome peo- 
ple about it : But the Pamphlet in the next words will 
explain it ſelf, where we are inform'd, that Melane#hon 
too by L* procurement took a Wife, 1o that it's plain now that 
by regretting is meant approving: for certainly, ifa man 
were diſguſted at marriage, he wouldnever recommen@ 


« Qui ore OC fibi tatuit jrali cau determinetur votum,non'elle ſer> 
legem, obſigans ſe ad aliquid, quod eſt ſe-|vandum. Aqu. 2. 2. qu $8.10, _ 
cundum ſe & in pluribus bonum : poteſt] 4 Noun arbitror Deum exigere a nobis 
ramen accidere, quod in caſu aliquo fit in| quodcunque Gbi promiflum bona; BY 


mile, vel majoris boni impedimentum, | eo aliquid melius fuerir abſolurum. 
quod eſt contra rationem ejus quod fub| nard; Ep 5 7- 
voto cadit : & ideo neceſſe eſt quod in 
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it tohis friend! This T take;iri en Wock/ 

to be a ſufhvient autocatacriſy,- Tf the'E 'Reader' be p. '+. 
ſtartled at'the Word; hemay'be plead to wr its 


Greek for a Blunder. 


Afﬀtet theſe adyances,” LU. wholly left Miro bis tniraf's 13 


Hours : an heynous accuſation ! "why he had'feft off his 
Monkhood too, and was nolonger oi dto em" How 
could he havethe leyſure and retiredneſgofthe 

to perform all thoſe aQts of Devotion'in, whety Bar- 
then of the Reformation -lay upon his Shoulders? No; 
his ative ſpirit-was employ'd upon things tore accepr- 
ible to God almighty, becauſe more uſeful to mankind. 


He was wreſtling apainſt Principalities and Powers, againfl Ephe's. 


the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, and againſt Wlim's 
tual wickedneſs in high places. To that end be took. unto him 
the whole armor of God, that be might be able to withſtand in 
the evil day ;” and having done all," to ftand,” He frets. 
fore, having bis Loyns girt about with T ruth, and having 
the breft plate of righteouſneſs, and his feet ſhod with uy 
paration of the Goſpel of Peace : Above all, Freak the ſhield of 
Faith, wherewith he was able 10 quench all the py darts of + 
wicked. " And he took. the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Tet pr aying alwayes 
ith all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto wit h all perſeveranee,ani ſupplication for all Saints; 
And for himſelf, that utterance'miy ht be gioen unto bim, that 
be mig ht open bis mouth boldly,” to make known the myſtery of the 
Goſpel... 1 could not forbear ſetfing down'at full-length 
this Panoply of St. Paul, wherewith [*. compleatly arm'd 
himſelf in his ſpiritual warfare: and Tdonotknow whe- 
ther this deſcription belong's fo juſtly to any man ashum, 
ince the day's of the Apoſtles. Should he therefore have 
laid afide his Canonical Hotrs, yeethe Work he wasabout, 
lufficiently atton'dfor the omiſſion, But 1 had/rather-his 
: D Accu 
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Accuſer ſhould yindicatehim,; then I, You will 
that tho [”, has diſcharg'd theſe dutiesquiteat chem 
of the Paragraph ;: yet at theend. of it you -will-he told; 
that he never totally caſt off this holy Exera@ſe.\$Se obliging- 
ly dos this author: contradict \himfelt, to fpate the Re- 
plyer's pains, --] And this eaſe T-muſt acknowledge he: bas 
more then-once afforded, me. 

Jn. the following! Account: of L'. appearing. "ok 
the Legat-ih Geormeny,  I' muſt defire-him' to-reQtify @ 
naiſtake or.'two:; forneither' was £7;,cordemnd: by, Caje- 
tan"there, nor was Cajetan a. moderate Prelate, He de- 
[cendid to. bitter reprehenſions (fays Soave Hitt; /Conne, 


'Tr.-p.8.) and baſe terms, and-concluded- that Princes; how 


long hands, and ſo bid him. be gone, Hete was no Judicial 
Procels, all ended-in a threatning : and this moderate Pre» 
late behav'd himſelf with ſuch a rude zeal through the 
whole conference,: that even his own: party: blarn'd the 
furiouſneſs of it: | Soave ibid. If L*-afterwards threw 
off the Popes Authority, it was not: till he-had try'd 
all ſofter wayes. of redreſs, by Letters, Remonſtrances, 
and the moſt fubmifs applications : it was not:tilla freſh 
Bull of Leo's had declar'd. how: uiflexible' the. Court of 
Rome was in the point” of Abuſes; and not till -Prigrias 
had in downright terms: told him -- 1ndu/gentiz authots- 
tate ſcripture non innotuere-nobss,; ſed authoritate Kedefie 
Romane, Romanorumgue Pontificum, que major\/t\ Tie 
Pope now: was. become 'a.party 11 the cauſe, .and'could 
not be rely d upon for a deciſion: toa Council theteſare 
he appeal. d ; and, if heafterwards-revok'd this Pleitooi 
'twas becauſe he found the expected Councu was dwinds 
ling into a Conventicle ;z . a pack d, Aſſembly of-Itahan 
Biſhops, -not a free convention of Fathers from all'Quar- 
ters of the Chriſtian World. . So that-to urge upon. this 
account, that he deny'd the Anthetit of the m/e _ 


% 
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or deny'd dbe:preſeat £lur ch otorks baotrue m6 es $. 16. 
no word 'ofoity an. unmerdptull Synec hdtigbe'; gy 
prefent \Church;here'ss. meantinoitnore then pry: of 
Rome,//and it's dependents. But he 1s:cha d of. go- 
ing mack tarther then'this} even toruherde the 24- 
ſibility. of \ th#\ Church+foitunany agrevaapehn ahayulceduah? 
Becauſe he made this, the only note\of 26tirruedChurchppthar 
there rhe (Goſpel be truly and fincerelygiterclll. ol dAgrif Ls. 
and with-him arpreat train of: learns Ffrowftiatspdid 
not own, 'that-inall thatdarkmydiuight of =_—_ 
were (till. ſome gleams' of light; fore witnelſesothar- a- 
roſe, to give.teftamony.to the apurti, zand. 4 againft 
innovations 4c! Ficannot but tak&nonive:av mipwa of 
alittle artifice: of the»Conliderersq mv knagcknhe\\has of 
diguifing a Dofrine,' when _—_ [a Intci&teo open, wen; by 
putting a new name. to'1t-:: Is:it>t00! boldto! fay- the 
Elements-muſt -be adord2 they»ſhall: thew-only Have 
a certain ſort of x'Cult v ipuzd rhem. 1:80 here the Prieft 
is ſaid, to-operate the/ preſence» of the» body :amd blood 
of Cbrift: whych in plain broad Englith is neittier:more 
nor leſs. then \to_ make:God,”. \But' chat $.to0:groſs\to 4 
off, ſo a-term is coynd to make: the comveyance'caly 

As for the newneſs of 1 opinions, arid his marching, 
alone, againſt -the Dodtrine of the: prichitivecages{” x 
ſo beateri a point, that 1t defſerves-mo: uthircAnfoir 
then. that true Jeſt of; Statiper £.2-1Nownon | ſuns Neha to- 
res, ſed-Vos eftis Veteratores : and the Confiderer, roars 
pleaſes, may apply it. | 

But 'tis ridiculous to ſay he dewy'd the udidityi of 5.12 
the tormer- Clergy's edliniing: for that: neceflarity 
draws along with it, the invalidity of his too/': Yerthe 
proceeded, we ſee, in the work|of his Miniſtry with- 
out expeCting any new Miffion,, and neyer thought him- 


# 5ce Diſc about the Euch. 
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ſelf oblig'd to areordination.:" No, he' was i \far from 
this, that in'\the Articles of Snaſcaldrheiown's:Orders 
confer'd by a Popiſh Biſhop even then toibe-valid i and 
in his Letter about the A4nabaprifs, you will: findhim 
in 20 places. qwning; that the C. of Romeihath»the true 
Faith, Raptiſm, Sacraments, the Heys, the. Office of Preach. 
ing &c. Conceſſions that run as high, as any the moſt 
charitable Proteſtants now make. So that that obje- 
Qtion of the Devil's. in' L', book of the Mals,' muſt þe 
corinted a flouriſh'only, and nota convincing/argument; 
for tho! L*. gives lus affent in general to the reaſoning of 


that diſcourſe, yet he dos not ſay every particular of it 


amounted-to a demonſtration. ' As for his book: adver- 
ſus falſo- nominatum ordinem Epiſcoporum, and ſome haiſh 
expreſſions about the Prelates of his time, they muſt 
not be ſo underſtood as 1f he meant tounbiſhop em, but 
only to ſet out: their'corruption and degeneracy. :-:Atha- 
nafrus do's not ſpeak more ſoftly of the Arrian: Biſhops'in 
Conſlantius his Court : he ſays they are x#oxu Cox 'Ganie- 
-% : and that if any of 'em has @ mind to be conſecrated, he.is 
not told, that a Biſhop ſhould be blameleſs, but only bid to rage 
againſt Chriſt and never trouble himſelf about manners,*, 
But theſe words muſt be allow d a latitude, and are' not 
ſtrialy to be taken, as.if the Father deny'd the yalidity of 
their Conſecration. | 

After the Breach with the. Pope, 'tis own'd that {*. 
took the freedom of calling him Antichrj/?, whenever 


he came in his way : but ere this can be made-his crune, 


it muſt be prov'd, that St: Pau/ has not call'd him fartoo; 
for otherwiſe we cant but think that he has taken' after 
a good pattern, If his ſpirit muſt be dubb'd evil for-an 


pe Smalcald, Arc. 0. | | ad maorer » Opbres XT' Xpi5s, ug4 14h Orbemn't ws 
bd Ei ns Ta aurhis 6710 oTQy Snne7 ra, «0. Athan. Ep. ad. Yolit, Vit. agentes 
$6 &xouet - Ns + how my evimburmey bY)  6a- | p, $12 Edit. Patit, 14 27 
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hard: word or. two againſt his holyneſs, of what ſpirit 
pray was the facred Council bf Brixia, when they ſtig- 
matiz'd Hildebrand? calling him -- Virum procaciſſtmum, ſa- 
crilegia & ineendia predicantem, Perjuria G Homicidia de- 
fendentem, 'manifeſlum Necromamticum-'and a deal of that 
ſtuft. Now can I ſee no great difference between LF. and 
the Council 1n this matter, but that they rayl'd perhaps 
with infa/libility on their fide, when He had only plain 
certainty on his. 


But he rejected the authority of Councils : yes, fequan- c. iy. 


do contraria Scripture ſiatuunt and ſo doall the Reform, 
as well, as He. So that this wont paſs fora fault in him, 
till tis proy'd one in #s too. But he never refusd tobe 
concluded by the authority of One legally ſummond: as 
is plain from that Preface of his to the Smalcald Arti- 
cles, written a little while before he went out of the 
world. Indeed the ſenſe he'had of the tricks and Arti- 
fices us d in conyening theſe Synods for ſome Centuries 
together,”and the noiſe of his Adverſaries, who were 
perpetually crying Councils, Canons &c. when they had 
nothing elſe to ſay for their cauſe, might perhaps force 
out an expreſſion or two from him,. that did not 

all the refpe& due to thoſe great Names : he had fire in 
his temper, and: a German bluntneſs, and, theſe 
provocations, might: poſſibly ſtrain a phraſe wath too 
great freedom : yet even the diligence ofthis accuſer has 
M all his works been able to find out but a few-paflages 
of this nature; -and- of them-the moſt material perhaps 
were never found out by any body 'elfe-but himſelf-For 
thoſe two, which ſeem the warmeſt on this occafion, are 
quoted, the one from A4//ertio Art. 36. contra:Reg.” Angliz, 
the other from a_Treatiſe of his about Councils w1639; 
two imaginary books that the. confiderer dreamt of per- 


«. Allert, Art. 2g. 


D.3 haps, 
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haps, but I am ſure. Z.never wrote}, So that tilb helays 
his Inditment in ſome certain County, we'don'tthink- 
our ſelves bound to anſwer arr indefinite charge. | As for 
the reſt, we acknowledge, he call'd::the Council of Con- 
Fance,Synagogam Sataneg;and] wonder my authoriſhould 
be offended at the expreflion, when tis confider'd what 
unlucky things they did in the buſineſs of the Pope's $u- 
premacy : eſpecially fince their own Annaliſt has given 
the ſame Title to that of Syrmium : a Council legallyſum- 
mon'd by the Emperor Conftantius, approv'dby: Pope, 
Liberius ; and which they of the Roman Perſwaſtonhave 
no colour to reject, but upon Proteſtant grounds, becauſe 
it made Heretical Decrees. L'. fays --- /tve Papa; five Con- 
cilium ſic aiunt; abundet quiſque in ſenſu ſuo, 'invebus non 
neceſſariis ad ſalutem. Aſſert. Art.28, Here 1s He repre- 
ſented by this author as:denyaing the power ofthe Church 
in indifterent things : but'thts 1s foul dealing ito conceal 
the occaſion the words were ſpoken upon, andthem fa- 
ſten a ſenſe of his own. This Article .is aim'd-againft 
the pretences of a Pope or Council to make that a/zeceſa- 
ry point of faith, by their determination, which was oft 
{elf unneceſſary before. For they took upon emheknew 
to enlarge the Creeds which were already fixd; and had 
explaind a Parable of our'Savior's.n a far different ſenſe 
to what he taught wt im: The #916, which:wasbut' 
Mufiard-ſeed in the Primitive ages, was grownby little 
and little tow rdsthe beginning of the 16th Century. 1 
to a great Tree, This power of theirs and noother L+ 
here diſowns: as any one that views the place but-curſo- 
rily, muſt needs ſee. There 1s no harm in this I hope”: 
and yet how bigg the accuſation look'd, as his fly Ene- 
my had managd it? There is another ſentence taken 


@ In Luthers Works in High Dutch | this can't be that my Author means, be- 
there is a Book of Councils I confeſs. But | cauſe his Quotations hereare in Latin. 


from 
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from Tom: 2. p. 24.3. But T muſt defire the Citer:hence- 
forward to inform us of his Editions too: for in the firſt 
/irtenberg one, which I now have by me, nofſach thing 
appears. I would requeſt of him1 too, to/be-punAtualin 
his Titles, that we who are at the drudgery of Reading 
him, may looſe no more time then is neceflary. By the 


book de gravi doctrina, 18 meant, I ſuppoſe de quavis dottri- y ,;. 


na: but tis a trifle he has taken from 1t, and what he 
knows every body.owns. Thus has this'one- Paragraph 
afforded us more abſurdities, then wecould poſlibly have 
expected in ſo narrow a compaſs; and methinks,- tho T 
don't well know what the words mean, yet inthe | 
of the man, it diſcover's a franpe 'plerophory of blindneſs. 


L*. 15 next arraign'd for ſpeaking contemptuoufly of ;. ..; 


Fathers: but this 1s a rank calumny : No man hasa great- 
er veneration for em then He. Let his lateſt Writings 
(which*our. ' Author obſfervyes- to” have : beer*the: moſt 
haughty) give usa taft of his thoughts on this point: 
ſay not thts, to lay a blott onthe Holy Fathers,' whoſe L abors 
we ought with veneration to receive; They were great men, but 
men Still---and alittle afterwards-:-* When we: fnd the opi- 
nions of Fathers jarring with Scriptures; we muft paya reſped? 
to 'em even intheir very Errors, and*acknowledge 1hem as our 
Betters: but we are not nevertheleſs for their ſakes #9 depart 
- fromthe authority of holy Writ.” Nothing can be'expreſs'd. 
with greater decency ; and thereforewe may reaſonably - 
fuſpect falſe play in the Citations, which would perſuade 
ustothe contrary. Toinftance in the firft*-- Non egoque- 
70 quid Ambroſius, Aupuſtinus, Concilia Wc. dicunt, Contra 
Reg. Angliz, L-. is there proving that'no ſort of 7radi- 
« Non hc dico in contumeliam San- {cum (criptura non convenire; cum reve- 


forum Patrum, quorum labores venerari,|rentia eos tolexamus, & agnoſcimus tany 
deeet, fuervnt might viri, ſed viri tamen. quam majorespultrbs, 3Þter cos tar 


Comm. in Genel. c. 2. P- 72. men non difcedimus ab aut Oritate. {crips 
b Quoties videmus parrum, opiniones | turz: Ibid. . Wl nad 


tion 
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tion'can make an Article of faith, of what is not cofitain'd' 
in Scripture ; and 1n this caſe if a thouſand Ambroſes,'or 
Councils ſhould vote 1t fuch, he would ſlight thedecifion; 
This is plain from what immediatly tollows-- Nox diſpu- 
to quid a quoquam diftum wel non dittum fit, ſed an' hot di- 
Aummeceſ/arium fit ſervatu, an ſit articulus fidei, an ſit equa- 
le verbo Dei &c. 1 dehire the Reader to trult his own eyes 
in conſulting this Paſlage, and then tell me, whether this 
Man be not the foulleſt Trader in Quotations, that ever- 
he dealt with. Indeed he1s a very Proc: utes 1n his way: 
whatever he meets of other men's, he unmerctfully ei- 
ther ſtretches, or curtails, till he has made it exaaly of 
a- fize with his own notions. The reſt of the Teſtimo- 
nies are highly umpertinent: and if they be look'd into, 
twill be found they ſignify no more then this -- the Fa- 
thers have err'd and therefore he cannot rely merely upon 
their authority : and what 1s this more then their own 
Canus and Cajetan fay ? that no man ſhould deteſt a new 
ſenſe of Scripture tor this, that it difters froni the an- 
tient DoQtors, for God hath not (fay they) ty'd expoſi- 
tion of Scripture to their ſenſes*; We have a ſurfet of 
Quotations here agen from the Col/oguia : but T have told 
him what credit they are like to find with us. That from 
Captivitas Babylonica, needs only to be proposd intire. It 
goes upon a /ſuppoſetion that L*. had already ſhew d'the 
plain meaning of Scripture to be againſt the dodrine of 
the Maſs. Here ſays he --- Quid dicimus ad authboritates 
Patrum? Primum reſpondeo = ft nihil habetur quod dicatur, 

ſatins eft omnia negaſſe, -quam Miſſam ſatrificium eſſe concede- 
re, ne verbum Chriſti negemus, Very right ! ſuppoſing, as 
he dos, that Chri/7's words are expreſs in the caſe : But nel- 

ther dos he rely on this Plea: tor in the very next line . 
he reconciles the Fathers, and Scripture: and ſhey's there 


« Can Loc, Com, L. 7, C, 95. where he quotes Cajetan too, 


15 
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is no Claſh betwitt en. /'Whathe wrote in/ 
tion of Me/anthon before his:works, cannot' be - 
ſo exaRt, as to diſcover his judgment on the : but was Y 
only a complement ſtrand Aa little too in behalf of 
a frien 

I muſt leaye the Track of the Diſcourſe here toſetch 
in another inſtance of L.deſpifing Church-Guides, and 
yet arrogating to humſelt all the Authority of them. 
Tis at $. 2.3. Which becauſe I take to be the compleat-, .,. 
eſt piece. of falſe dealing that ever was usd on paper, I 
ſhall ſet down intire: 

Upon the ſame preſumption' of his unerr eta and he 
by his ſongle Authority alter d the former on Loy 
ws the ſervice of | the Males ( apud 1 Hoſp, bg 20. -_ 

-- The place cited in Ho/pinian has not one word of this, 
but it has ſomething direQtly contrary to' it. \ Luther 
began not the Reformation. of the- ſeryice of the Maſs, 
the Au/tin-Fryars did it, * without his knowledge; when 
he was in his retirement after the Dyet- of Worms; and 
he wrote his book of the Abolition: of the: Maſs after- 
watts, only. to confirm them' in —_ had done. 
Cariſtat too, ® while he was abſent; pr a Reforma- 
tion of the Maſs, and of ſeveral other abuſes :-+but in too 
tumultuous a manner, ſo that Z*. upon hus return toWir- 
tenburg complaind of the violence of their pr 

-- Non quod impie feciſſent; ſed quod non ordine: damnare ſe. 
Miſam Papiſtican &Cc, ſe danvire ſolo werbo, nou violenta 
abrogatione, The Maſs then was abrogated, without 7”. 
conſent ; and not either by the ſingle Authority, of him or 
any one man elſe; the whole Univerſity of Wirtenburg 
firſt gave in their reaſons-to D. Frederic, and he. him- 
(elf comply'd with the alteration: ._ Luther afterwards 
prevail d to haye as much of the ſervice as was innocent 

« Hoſp. fol. 20. 4 Melch, Ad. V. L. 
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reſtor'd agen; andhe was:deputed to throw out/all that 
part of it, that made the Sacrament a Sacrifice.'- He did 
{o, 'but imposd not even this form as obligatory: for 
thus he fpeaks in the prefaceto it. Nulli prejudicamus, 
ne aliam amplefi formulam aut ſequi liceat ; quin-'ex animy 
per Chriftum:obſecramus,. ut ſiftid melius illis revelatum fue. 
fit, nos Priores tacere jubeant, ut communi opera rem communtm 


RVEMAUS. 
: --- and generally held\in matters of Religion no 'Etcleſrafti- 
cal ([i.1e.. human}: Laws obliging, (See beforeF. 19.) I have 
prov'd already, that that Paragraph fay's no ſuch thi 
and thar: L*, never diſallow d the power of the Church in 
things indifferent. 

— began a new ordination of Biſhops aud Ministers deſcend. 
ing from him, after having declar'd their former un&ion null, 
and God's Church to be only that where the Goſpel was purely 
preacht ; that was his =-] have ſhewn that he's far from 
declaring their former Union nu/l, fincein. the Smalcald 
Articles he allows their Ordinationsto be valid. Nor did 
he ever deny that the true Goſpel was preachd under the 
Papacy. — Nos fatemur (they are his words) ſub Papata 
plarimum eſſe boni Chriſtiani, imo omne bonum Chriſtianum, 
imo verum nucleum Chriſftianitatss *. 

--- By the ſame Authority aſſiſted by the Power of the Prince, 
he made new Biſhops, and put them in the places of the de- 
ceas d: againſt the Canonical Elefion of another, made his 
intimate Friend Amſdorf Biſhop of Neoburg. (ſee Melch. Ad. 
vit, p.'1 50.) George Auhaltinus, Biſhop of Mersburg. "That. 
he made new Biſhops, we admit ; not-out of choyre,” but 


neceſſity: following; as he thought, in this cafe the pra- - - 


ftiſe of the Church; mention'd in that well-known pal: 
age. of St* Auſtin's -- in Alexandria & per totam Aigyptim, 
fi deſot Epiſcopus, conſecrat Presbyter. But that he put theſe 


s Ep. de Anabapt, 
Biſhops 


Biſhops in the places.of the deceas 
15 acetate falſe; for the D. of Saxony alwayes preſen 

ted: as the following ſtory will evince, when freed-from 
the diſguiſes he has put uponit, and. honeſtly; told. The 
Canons of Neoburg upon a: Vacancy, —— one Ffugius 
to the Biſhopric, who was refus'd unanimouſly, ob Eccle- 
ſia, ab Ordinibus, G& Patronis Eccleſie, ſay's Adams *:; The 
D. of Saxorry had always the right of. Allowance; but in 
this caſe 'twas defy d him ;- ſo-he thruſt out the Invader, 
and collated Am/dorf to the Benefice : ' Luther.perform'd 


[35 ] 
d by his wa. Axtbority, 


F& #23 


lar Authority inthe doing it. The reaſons, he publiſh'd, 
declare that 'twas done by yirtue of the Commiſſion; he 
had as Preacher of God's word; and the Oath he took, at 
his going-out Dr. of confounding all pernicious Dodctrines, 
a4 much as in him lay, So that he own's humfelt upon the 
level with all of the ſame degree: But he had other mo- 
tives he tell's you. His books had been ſolemnly burnt 
at Rome as Hzretical : ſome 'people, he found, were 
ſtartled at it ; ſo he was forc'd boldly tg make reprifalls, 
and do an aCtion in the ſame way, to buoy-up their cou- 
rages: yet he did it not-ſingly, the Univerſity -concurd. 
This way of Burning declares no ſuch Authority as the 
Confiderer talk's of, - Neitherhe, nor any one ele that 
aſſiſted at the Oxon-Decree, pretended to it: if He declard 
his opinion then againſt Be/larmin the Jeſuits &c, twas all 
that was expe&ed. ; 


a Ad. in Vit. Amſdurki. 6 Ibid. 
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== By the" fame, be frequently pronounc'd Anathemas, and 
Excommunications to thoſe reform'd that diſſented from him 
in opinion --- Ts there no difference between an Authborita- 
tive Fuditial  Anathema, and a Wiſh of Execration? The 
Monks certainly did not pretend to the Anathematizing 
power; and yet at the entrance of their MSS. we alwayes 
find this ſentence --- Quicunque hunc libr um violaverit Wt 
fit Anathema Maranatha. - Tis the conſtant ſtyle of all 
their own men that write warinly : The Papi/t Repr. and 
Miſrepr. has us'd it at the tail of his Pamphlet for ſome 
pages together. Thus has not this Paragraph one inge- 
nuous word throughout. I have difleQed it for a ſample, 
to ſhew how a man that had the patience, and was fare 
of the days of Fob, might handle the reſt: for Ill domy 
Author this right, to acknowledg, that his Book's all of 
a piece. But he is here inconſiſtent not only with truth 
but himſelf. He would make us believe that L*. in theſe 
ations pretended to a je ne /cay quoy Authority, forgetting 
what he had ſleepily own'd in the Paragraph before, 
that LC". requir'd not conformity to his DoArines, out "of any 
Authority he claimd to impoſe them, which Authority he're- 
nounc d -- He think's perhaps, that what's pa/? ought not 

to be thought of, but we are not of his opinion. 
In this point of Church- Authority, and that other of 
. Marriage, T have fitted all the little ſcraps alledgd by the 
Pamphlet, with the- greater care, becauſe here it is, if 
any where, that the Author ſeems to be awake, and have 
ſome eye to his defign. I don't. know whether the Read- 
er will- thank me for this exa&neſs, T hope the Writer 
won't. But to make'amends to 'em both, T promiſe in 
what follows not to be ſo punctual, but skip over ſome- 
times 4.0r 5 pages together, without ſaying one word to 
'em. This Weapon form'd againſt us, if it had any ſharp- 
neſs, yet by this time I'me ſure'tis quite blunted :a Child 
may 


\ 
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may now be truſted with it, forthe Tool has not Edge 
enough to hurt him. For what are the mighty Confide- 
rations.-with which we are now to be entertaind? The 
firſt 1s that --- 


Luther was fo bold, as to think and ſay he was certain , ,, 
of what he taught: a crime of ſo high a nature, that the = *- 
Conſiderer has taken pains to prove it by a Paſlage as ; ,, 


long almoſt as from hence to the 
mation. Now he might have ſpard his labor, forall well- 
grounded Proteſtants aren this point as bo/d as L*, him- 
ſelf. Wehavea certainty, whoſe Evidence we find, and 
under whoſe guidance we think our ſelyes ſecure, with- 
out the pretended boaſt of Infallibility : a word, which 
found's bigger indeed, and fills the mouth better, but is 


not ſo fatisfaftory at the bottom, asa late Author has 


(tho' not infallibly, yet) certainly prov'd*. But we'll allow 
the Conſiderer to decry this Proteſtant Certainty, which 
he never underſtood : 1t he had, our charity tells us, he 
would-neyer haye chang'd it for the gawdieſt pretences 
on t other fide. 


beginning of the Refor- * *-*- 


But L*. maintaind this certainty of his againſt other «. , 


»Reform'd, which were equally certain; and in contradt- 


n. 3. 


$. 21. 


tion to himſelf too : for in the point of Conſubſtantiation, n. 2 


tow rd the latter end of his life he changd his mind, fay 
the papers; and quote for it Melchior Adams, and Hoſpi- 
nian, T ſuppoſe my author is ſure of L". inſtability mn this 
point, becauſe he averr's it ſo confidently : Now I am 5 
ſure, that from the authorities mentiond no ſuch thing 
can be infer, as ſhall preſently. be made out. Here 1s 


certainty againſt certainty, and one of us muſt be in the 
wrong. Yet neither of Us 1s obligd to think his own 
ſentiments ere the leſs right, merely becauſe the other 
oppoſes 'em : Why then might not L*, maintain his cer- 


s Diſc. about Judge in Controy, 
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tainty againſt thoſe of the Reformation that maintains 
the contrary ? The-convidtion of his underſtanding lay 
within it ſelf, and could not be weakned by another 
man's not being convinc'd. The reaſon of my certainty 
in the caſe is, becauſe Tam very well fatisfy'd that what 
Adams and Hoſpinian have here ſaid, do's not at all infer 
a change in Luthers Opinion. The ſtory they' tell is 
this --- L*. ſome days before his death, own d that he had 
written a little roo warmly in the Sacramentary-Contro- 
verſy: upon this Melan&hon defires hum, | ut leni edito 
ſcripto ſe explicaret| that he would exp/ain himſelf in ſome 
milder treatiſe. The heat of diſpute had forcd out from 
him Expreſſions, that ſeem'd to make his doctrine rug 
higher then really it did. "Twas his friends advice there- 
fore, that he ſhould in ſome juſt diſcourſe, calmly and 
without refle&tion ſtate the point ; and (not correF, but) 
explain his firſt notions. | ut lenz edito ſcripto fe explica- 


ret] Now whatever ſenſe 7 jr may 907 bear, yet 


in thoſe days it did not ſignify changmg : for the Biſhop 
of Condom had not then writ his Expo/utt07: I am fur- 
ther convincd, -that this ſtory relates not to.any change 
of LU. opinion, but enly to. an hot word or two, that 
ought to have been ſoftned, from the Preface, with which 
Hoſpinian uſher's it in. - Multi (ſays He) verba Latheri 
urgent, qua calor diſputationis punizas exprimere ſolet, 
aifſumulantes aut neſcientes la, que valedifturns Colle- 
gio Philoſophico, dixit : and then comes the Relation, 
Had his Adverſary a&ted up to this Remark of Hoſpurt- 
ans, the bulky book we have now before us would' have 
lain within a very little compaſs. But to go farther, and 
yield him what he dos not ask --- What it Hoſpeman 
ſhould have ſaid in other places that L*. waverd in the 
point of the Sacrament? do's it follow, that he really did 
ſo, becauſe one of differing ſentiments, and that would a 

ny 


[ 39] 
ny wayes havedrawn L. overto hisparty,hasfaid it ? or 
can we conclude upon L' »/tabihity Cas our Author has 
done.) becauſe in a fingle notion, no wayes fundamental, 
an Enemy writes that he had ſome doubtings? This is 
ſuch a way of reaſoning as 1s ax/aver d only by being de- 
ſp1sd. However tis pretty odd to ſee mitability and 
Hluftuation in opinion-ſo earneſtly charg'd upon L-. by 
ſuch as have liy d half their days in a poyfe between two 
Churches; and write even now, when the Scales are 


turn'd, with fo much 2warymeſs and reſerve; that a body 
would not think em heartilyof any. 


But. L*, condemn: his Brethren of the Reformation 5 22.. 
too ; not without their returning the Cenſure --There **** 


was eagerneſs I confeſs on both fides, but this is far from 
laying a blot upon L". It argues him a very honeſt man, 
who had ſuch a zeal againſt Error, as not to ſuffer it in a 
Friend: and isan undenyable evidence, that he took not 
upon him the charaQter of a Reformer, in oppoſition to 
a Party, ( as has been falſly ſuggeſted) fince, where 
truth was concern'd, he equally opposd 4/7 The de- 
bate ”erhaps between him and the Sacramentarians (as 
they are call'd) was manag'd with a fierceneſs not ex- 
atly warrantable: but it muſt be confiderd, that the 
beſt men of antiquity have been guilty of ſuch excefles. 
Have we forgotten the feud of Hierome, and Ruf/arus ? 
of Epiphanins, and- Chry/oſtome ? of Vidtor, and the 
Greek Biſhops, whom he excommunicated for a trifle ? 
Or to go higher, did not Paul and Barnabas, when ſent- 
out Zogether by the Holy Ghoſt, diſpute with that yehe- 
mence, about a very httle point of conveniency, 'that 
they were forc'd to break company? Theſe infirmities 
are ſuch as Chriſtians of the firſt rank have fallen into ; 
and the proving LF. guilty of 'em, 1s the- proving him a 
Man, and no 41ge/, How far either he; or any other 

Reformer 


Reformer might go in this quarrel, out of a Love of yi- 
Atory and the ſhame of being batfled, it concern's not - 
me to determin. I am fatisfy d with what the Apoſtle has 
told me,that -- /ome preach Chris out of Contention, and 
ſtrife: yet ſo they preach, and ſo we believe. But -what 
will my Author leave unobjetted againſt Z*. when (p.67,) 
he makes it his crime, that he defy d and abusdeven the 
Devil? whereas Saints (heſays) are uſually more mode? 
and go no farther then a bare mperet th: Domus. A 
pretty way of calling himſelf Saint : for tis his own fa- 
miliar phraſe. But upon the ſame principle we muſt 
deny him to be one, for Saints are uſually more modeſt 
then to call themſelves 1o. | 
Weare now to have a taſt of the malkedicency of L'. Spi- 
rit from his book againſt Henry the 8h: a fault, which I 
cannot but wonder to find objected by ſuch men, who 
every day make bolder with the names of both him, and 
his Royal Ifſue. I ſhall not wholly dJe/erd his carriage 
here, fince he himſelf has condemn d it. All the Truth 
in the world on ones fide can never juſtify an unman- 
nerly expreſſion. But it myſt be confiderd, when a 
King of ſuch repute for learning enterd the Liſts againſt 
him what a noik: this ation made.and how ſome weaker 
Proteſtants muſt needs be ſtartled by it. L-. therefore, 
that he might fix his followers, thought himſelf concernd 
to take up a brisker air of affurance ; and ſhe a particu- - 
lar undauntedneſs in the cauſe of Truth, when it had fo 
mighty an Oppoſer. But here he oyeraCted his part: his 
paſſions, when once let looſe, were too impetuous to be 
manag'd; the native plainneſs of his Country, and the 
privacy ofhis own Education, which had not been much 
acquainted with greatneſs, carried him beyond the re- 
{pes due to a Crown'd-Head; and brought out ſuch 


blunt Truths from him as neither Friends, nor Ene- 
V | myes 
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mies could tell well how to approve: But the party 
was even with him. Sr, Tho. Wore took up the quar- 
rel, a man (as they tell us) much a ChriFiar, much a 
Gentleman, and naturally of great mildne(s and candor : 
who yet forgot himſelf fo far in this Anſwer to L-. that 
he has there thrown out the greateſt heap of naſty Lan- 
guage that perhaps ever was put together. The book 
throughout is nothing but downright Ribaldry, with- 
out a grain of reaſoning to ſupport it ; and gave the Au- 
thor no other reputation, but that of having the beſt 
knack of any man in Exrope, at calling bad names in 
good Latin. Tho' his paſſion 1s ſometimes ſo ſtrong upon 
him, that he ſacrifices even his beloved purzyy to it - Hec 
et (he fays) Domini DoGoris PoStertoriſtice ; qui quum 
/#bt jam prins fas eſs ſcripſerit Coronam Regiam con- 
ſpergere &y conſpurcare ſtercoribus, an non nobis fas erit 
poHterins hujus poferioritice, Imguam ſtercoratam pro- 
nuntiare digni{/mam, ut vel mejentis mule pofteriora 
lmgat ſuis prioribus &Cc. p. 72. Iforbear to inſtance any 
farther : 1f the Reader has a mind to ſee railing 1n its 
perte&ion, let him open any one page of his book, and 
he'll have a glut of it. But perhaps the bad treatment, 
which Z*.had before recerv'd from one Sovereign Prince, 
might urge him to talk the more diſreſpe&tfully of ano- 
ther. The ſtyle of Edits, we know, 1s generally calm 
and majeſtic : yet Charles the 5th after the Dyet of Worms 
put out ſuch a bluſtring oneagaing .L*. as even modeſt 
Papiſts have condemn'd. --- Con/lat (fays he) hunc 
unicum non hominem, ſed demonem potins figura 
ſhecie humgna cucullogque Monaſtico indutum 8&c. Ulem- 
verg confeſſes that this decree was by ſome thought too 
ſharply penn'd: but theſe were only the ignorant (he 
lays: ) for others very well knew, that Mavimlan once 
law a Devil fitting upon his Cowl *. As for the ons 
F W1 
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with which he treated his other adverſaries, 'twas ſome- 
times ſtrain'd a little too far, but in the general wasex- 
tremely well fitted by the Providence of God to rowſe 
up a people,the moſt phlegmatic of any in Chriſtendome. 
Emrope lay then under a deep Lethargy, and was no 0- 
therwiſe to be reſcu'd from 1t, but by One, that would 
ery mightily, and lift up his voice with ſtrength. Be- 
ſides Printing, and Letters had juſt then peep'd abroad 
in the world; and the reſtorers of Learning in /taly, ta- 
king the advantage of the Preſs, wrote very eagerly a- 
gainſt one another, ſo that Inve&iyes were in thoſe dayes 
the faſhionable way of writing. It UL. therefore min- 
gleda little Gall with his Ink in his books of Controverſy, 
he follow'd but the humor of the Age; and conſidering 
the upidity, the malice, and the 0457:racy of his Rea- 
ders, cannot but be thought excuſable. I have ſeen at 
the end of Theodoret's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, a Cata- 
logue of Ce/ars, Biſhops, Heretics &c, where Chryſe- 
/tom is ſet down as guilty of too great ſharpneſs, and 
liberty of ſpeech: but 'tis added --- Profe&o illorumten 
porum wvitia ſecari atque uri, non levibus medelis curart 
voluere. And this 1s the Plea, we would make for Lyx- 
ther. In the mean time 'tis baſe in his Adverſaries thus 
to dwell upon the exceffes of a paſſion, of which they 
themſelves were in a great meaſure the occaſion 
When they could not coolly convince him *, they raild, 
and call'd him an Heretic : thus they wound up his 
temper to a pitch, and then treacherouſly made uſe of 
that infirmity. And 'tis the ſame ungenerous method 
they take in reproaching us with Schz/ms, when alals ! 
none know's better then they, how the Panther ( tor 


@ Tot ſunt millia Rabbinorum, tot ſunt } metus, quorum nihil competit in bonos 
qui fibi Pii videntur ; nullus exſtitit qui | Theologos. Eraſm, Epiſt. ad Godelſch. 
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under that name it ſeems we muſt be baited) came by 
her Spots. 


To what purpoſe then are Era/mmus and Caborr's teſti- 5 3". 
monies urg d upon a conteſs'd point? Tis own'd Lr. had © 


a vehemence of ſpeech, and if he offended that way, yet 
twas an #/eful (not to ſay a neceſsary)- failure. There 
was but this fingle fault that Era/mns, tho' an Enemy, 
could object to him ; the other part of the character ſpeaks 
as high as we could wiſh. For his Life and Manners, 
thus -- Homimis vita magno omnium conſenſu probatur. 
Jam 1d non leve prejudicinm eſt, tantam eſs morum 
mtegritatem, ut nec hoſtes reperiant, quod calummnien- 
{ur *. Andas to his doarine, Compertum 'e$# a Theo- 
logis quibuſadam damnari ut Heretica m hbris Luther, 
que in Bernardi Auguſtinque lbris, ut Orthodoxa, amo 
ut pita leguntur *.. So that Eraſmus 1s perverily brought 
in to blacken C; reputation: what hefſaysof him would 
not diſparage the beſt of Saints: for it amounts to no 
more then this, that he had many. great virtues, and a- 
mongſt them one” ſmall infirmity. - So that it the Stan- 
dard Comes has given us of a good King be :accepted; 
that he 1s then to be accounted ſo, when his Virtues ex- 
ceed his Vices, how good a Man muſt we conclude L-. to 
have been? Gmuriciardine | me fure, has taken a'much 
greater latitude for Popes, who, he ſays ©are now adays! 
to be prais'd for their goodneſs, when they exceed not 


the wickedneſs of other men. But farther, Schooling Lzt- 5.3. 
ther, is an undervaluing term, and would make one think-" * 


that Era/mms had a mean opinion of him. Whereas Edo 
not know any one even of the Reform'd that ſpeak's more 
reſpe&tfully of Luther, than he. When AHeander, and 


Caraccioliies were ſent from Rome to Colen in 1520..to 
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tempt Era/mns with a Biſhopric, to write againſt Lather,” 
hear the return he made 'em. Major ef? Lutherus, quam 
ut in illum ego ſcriham. Major et Lutherus quam ut a 
me intelligatur. Plane Lutherus tantus e$t, ut plus eru- 
diar ey proficiam ex leftione unins pagelle Lutherang, 
quam ex toto Thoma. If this be Schooling, tis well for 
the Con/aderer : Tl engage that no adyerſary of his ſhall 
in this ſenſe ever /choot him. , 

There is alittle occaſional Remark of the Authors, p. 
45. which {lippd me. He 1s there angry with U. for fay- 
ing --- That Peter taught otherwiſe than he ſhould by 
the word of God,. and therefore Err 4: whereas his &- 
xample only, he ſays, and not his Doctirme was falle. 
But this 1s trifling: forare there no Errors in matter of 
PraQtice? and do s not He who ſo err's, if he be in a con- 
ſpicuous ſtation, teach as much by his Example, as he 
could by his doctrine; fince every a&tion 1s ſupposd all- 
waies to be bottom'd upon ſome principle ? But belides 
tis highly probable that Pezer aflerted an opinion a- 
greeable to this praCtice* for elſe how could St. Paul 
withSiand him to the face? Withſtanding by words on 
one fide implyes an oppoſition in the ſame kind on to- 
ther. When Elymas 1s ſaid to have 2vithStood Paul and 
Barnabas; and when Paul ſays of Hexander, he hath 
greatly with$ood our words, do we think the withſtand- 
ing there was without ſpeaking ? 

He Seps out of his way (p. 59.) to make a remark up- 
on Catvm: but becauſe the Scene of our affairs now lyes 
at Wirtenberg, and Geneva is many miles off, he muſt 
pardon me, 1t I don't SZep out of my way to confute it. 

Hitherto the Conhiderer has been attacking L-. in his 
Dottrmes and Poſitions: and now and then a York or 
two has crept in to keep his firſt Je/z2z in Countenance : 
he's now making his laſt efforts upon his reputation by 
ſhewing 


\ } 
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ſhewing us what Company he kept. He would-perſwade x. ;z. 


us that L".had frequent mtercourſes and Dialogues with 
the Devil. He proves it firſt by the ſtory Z7. tells othum- 
ſelf in his book de Miſe privata &c. Tis true, hedos 
there ſay, that waking once at midnight, Satan began 
this diſputation with him: but how began 1t? [z animo 
in$tituit, fay the words of the Relation: by ſuggeſting 
bad thoughts to him, not by any per/oxal conference, as 
the Pamphlet all along would infinuate. To fix this Idea 
upon the mind of the Reader there is an account here 
given of Satan's way in diſputation: Diabolus ſua argu- 
menta fortiter figere, e&& urgere nout : voce quoque gra- 
v e& fortt utitur &c, All which is wantingin the firſt 
W/irtenberg-Edition, but was requiſite to ſupport the fi- 
ftion of a real appearance, which my Author had raisd. 
If U. relates theſe ſuggeſtions in the way of a formal and 
ſet Dialogue, 1t 1s only a contrivance of his to make the 
ſtory more diyertive 1in the telling; and was perfealy 
_ theſtyleof the Convent in thoſe days: I defire therefore 
the Reader to remember the excuſe, LF. has made for him- 
ſelf — Prum Leforem oro, ut 1/ta legat cum Judicio, 
ſciatme fuiſse aliquando Monachums. | 

He goes on with 2 or 3 Quotations from- Me/ani&hon, 
and Melchior Adamws,which intheir utmoſt itretch can fig- 
nify no more then that L*. lay under ſevere agonies of 


mind, Oh ! but Adams ſays the Divil appear'd to him in », «2. 


his own Garden in the ſhape of a black Boar. And the Col- 
loquia Menſalia relate, how when L-, was at his chamber 
in the Caſtle at Wartsburg, the Devef crack'd ſome nuts, be 
had in a box upon the Bed-poſt, tumbled empty barrels down 
ſtairs &c, What pretty ſtories theſe are for a man of my 
Author's ſeriouſneſs to ſport himſelf with all ! He know s 
Adams 1s a ColleQor, and took eyery thing upon truſt, 
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without ever being fam'd for any exaQtneſs of judgment? 

and as for his 7able-ta/k he would do well to vent it there, 

where 'twas firſt ſpoken, for we have told him more then 
once, that it 1s not liketo bear. the forceof an argument 
with us: -it may ſerve to divert a Reader, but is not fit 
to convince him. But L*, himſelt confeſles ( Lib. de Vot; 


 Monalt.) that the Devil us'd all methods to hinder and an- 


noy him, No doubt'ont, twas his intereſt, ſo to ſto 
the progrels of the Goſpel: and fince L-. death, theſame 
defign has been carrying on by him and 35 Agents againſt 
his reputation, But this 1s ſo far from giving us a preju- 
dice againſt Euzher, that we think 1t a very good chara- 
Qter of him, that the Devil and he were at enmity,'-and 
no very bad one, that the Con/iderer 1s not his Friend); 
[ have ſtritly examind particulars here, and letting e- 
very tittle, he has brought, go in his own ſenſe, can diſco- 
ver, after all, none of thoſe f requent intercourſes and nego- 
tiations, we were told of, Unleſs it be proper to ſay that 
LF. negotiated with a Black-boar, and had an intercourſe 
with the Devil about Nut- racking. ſtories ſo filly, that 
they are fit to be-the ObjeQts of a ſtronger and more re- 
figning Faith, than we Proteſtants can pretend to. 

Paſs we on then to the next Paragraphs. And there 
[ found my Author pretty well diſengagd from Quota- 
tions. I was in hopes upon this to ſee a fair naked piece 
of reaſoning, and was refolvd-to give it as fair an' An- 
{wer. But I quickly faw there was no need for it ; ſbeer 
argument 18 not the talent of the man, [I have to deal with: 
Little wreſted ſentences of authors are the Bladders, 
which bear him up, and he finks downright, when he 
once pretends to {wim without 'em. He diſcourſes us 
here very largely upon the Craft and Wilyneſs of the De- 
vil; and proves how /ly and double-fac d his defigns:conm 


monly are, for 4 or 5 pages together : all which we in 
one 
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one Line aver by granting it. But what inference do's 
he make from theſe Premites? that a man. beſett with 
Temptations cannot poſſbly know, with what defign the 
Devil attacq's him ? No: that Luther did not ? Nor that 
neither : but only that 'twas prettywlifficult for him to 
do it. Perhaps it was, but 1t faſtings, prayers, and a fe- 
rious application 1n order to a diſcovery of trath won't 
call in God Allmighty's affiftance, what ſhall we fay of 
that Text where tis promisd, that we ſhall not be tem- 
pted above what we are able: 2 Theſe means L-. usd, and 
theſe we queſtion not but God accepted of,- and led him 
into Truth. Now for our Author's ſaying that this might 
be a Satanical Illufien, ſo fay I too:- but the queſtion 1s, 
not what 1t might be, but what it really was,  Andtothis 
there's not a ſyllable of proof offer'd. - He has only buſi- 
ly been proving how ready Satan 15-70 get an advantage 
over us :. tis own'd 3 and he has been formerly told, that 
ye are not ignorant of hss devices. 


But the Arrow is now drawnto the head. © There ſeem's 5 ;,. 


great evidence, he ſays, that the whole platform of the Refor- 
mation proceeded Originally from the Devil. A groſs calum- 
ny! which we could not cafily-pardon, tt he-did not 
kindly wipeit off, by the reaſons that follow. ' His very 
next words aze--- For many of theſe very ar guments againſt 
the former Church, which the Devil now openly own'd and 
urg d to L*, in this diſputation held A. D. 1522. were the very 
ſame that had been urg'd by L*. ſome years before. That is, be- 
cauſe L*. urg'd theſe arguments #r#, and the Devil after- 
wards, therefore [-. copied from the Devil. ' Tis amazing 
to conſider how this inference ſhould come into the head 
of any thing-that thinks! 'The truth of theſtory'ts this. 
L". had publiſh'd ſeveral Treatiſes againſt the Mafs long 
before this diſpute: one in High Dutch in 1520; and the 


lame year had writt againſt 1t in his Captivitas Babyloni- 
ca: 
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ca: another in Latin, entitled de abroganda Miſſa priva- 
ta A*. 1521. and ſome months before this, in his book a. 
gainſt Ambroſuus Catharinus, and his Wormes-Articles, Tn 
I 522, the Devil (that 1s, Luther's Conſcience, by his in- 
ſtigations) turn's theſe very reaſonings upon him ; and 
taking adyantage of 'em as of confeſt principles, inferr's, 
that then L'. muſthaye been unpardonably wicked in u- 
ling Maſles for 15 year together. Audi/ne, inquit, excel- 
lentiſſime Doctor ® num ignoras Te per annos quindecim pri- 
vatas Miſſas quotidie fere celebraſse * &c. How comes 
the Pamphlet to conclude then from this account, that 
whil/t L". was in the boſome- of the Church, the Devil by þis 
arguments difputed him into a Reformation? Will he pre- 
tend that theſe reaſonings muſt needs be receiy'd from 
Satan at firſt by L*. becauſe us'd by him afterwards a- 
gainſt Duther ? This is ſo precarious a conſequence, and 
yet eſtabliſhes ſo unchriſtian a refletion, that it deſerves 
only one of his own Dexs tibi imperets for an Anſwer, 
Let the caſe be put home to him, and he muſt own the 
fooliſhneſs of it. He has left the Communion of the 
Church of England for ſome time; upon good grounds, 
I ſuppoſe, hell tell us --and convincing reaſons: ſhould 
the Devil now employ theſe very reaſons againſt him, 
by the force of them to-ſet out how heynous his fin was 
in continuing fo long in our Communion, would it fol- 
low that the Deyil was the Author of his Converſion ? 
Or rather would he not think us that made this: infe- 
rence, neither good Chriſtians, nor good Arguers? And 
yet he, who would paſs for both, has not, we ſee, given 
L-. fairer play. But the 01d Serpent, he ſay's, was. very 
filly, if his deſign upon LF, in this conference was as we 
have repreſented it : for he might have conſider d in the dif- 
covery of ſo much new truth, what might have hapned, if m- 


rt; flead of deſpair he ſhould prove a Reformer. What dos he 


- mean? 
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mean here ? Could the Devil tear a diſcovery of Truths, 
which: (as he himſelf own's p. 71.) L-. had preach'd up 
years before ? Couldhe dread a future Reformation, 
which had then been a good while afoot ? Thele are 
ſuch inadvertencies, that a body would think, evenour 
Author wath all his drowſy reaſoning could never have 
been capable of 'em. No, his defign was to ſtop a Refor- 
mation already begun, by involving in deſpair one of 
the chief ſupports of it. He gave no new light to L*. but 
only accidentally added new ſtrength to his Faith, inal- 
much as the affault was in yam. Falſe therefore is that . 
Afſertion of the Pamphlet's, that L*. yielded the field to 
the Devil in this Combat as Conqueror : All he yielded toin 
the diſpute,vas the conyiCtion of thoſe arguments,which 
he bimſelf had before reform'd upon. The objeftions 
the Tempter raisd from hence to diſcourage his Faith, 
and ſhake his conſtancy, thoſe he withſtood and baffled. 
What 1s there then in this Encounter that can be lay'd 
hold of to L*. diſadvantage? Is it, that he conversd with 
the Devil? Hedid not, we ſee; the diſpute was managd 
in animo atque in corde, by ſuggeſtions within, not without 
by any perſonal appearance. - But had he really enterd 
into Dialogue, yet the Preſident, our Savior has given, 
would have been his warrant. And would one ranfack 
the Lifes of their Popes | Sylvefter the 2d, Gregory 7, Be- 
nedif, 8, Hildebrand &c. | 'twere eaſy to retaliate, and 
ſhew how much greater intimacies haye been maintain'd 
between Satan and ſome of them. Is it, that his Dotrme 
of the Maſs was ſtruck out in this Confli&? or that 1t 
gave him any occaſion of Reforming 1n this point * We 
have evidently made out the contrary by an elder date of 
ſome works of his, which eſtabliſh theſe very opinions. 
Yet ſhould it have been ſo, the ations of their own Saints 
would juſtify L*, management. Fortheir admir'd Domi- 
| G nic 
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nic reforin'd the Religious of his Covent upon Juſt ſack 
another rancounter with the Devil *; and made uſe of 
his accuſation, tho' contrary to the intention of the ac: 
cuſer. Ts it that L*. comply d with the Tempter's argu- 
ments? no ſuch matter ! The ſuppoſition he allow. d, be 

cauſe 'twas his own; but deny'd the Sequel, which his 
diſputant would have faſten'd upon him. Yet ſhould 
what he yielded to, have been Satans own propoſition, 

it do's not follow that he was therefore in the wrong :: for 
Lying isnot the indelible CharaQter even of the Father of 
Lyes; ſometimes a Truth ſerves his turn better. He-quo- 
ted Texts right upon our Savior, tho he expounded'ent 
wrong:-andſurely he told noly, when he confeſs d Chrift- 

Jeſus to be the Son of the living God. Dos this ſtory 
carry ſuch icandalous impreſſions along with 1it,that even 
Chillingworth himſelf owns it as one of his motives for 
deſerting our Communion ? But pray take in the other 
part of the account too; and conſider how he laugh at 
it when he return d. So that after a ſearch into particu: 
lars, all we find true in this affair 1s, that the Deyilonce 
made a ſolemn onſet-upon L”. as before he had:done on 
his Redeemer. A Calumny, which we are fo far from 
diſowning, that weare proud on t ! The Devil had great 
reaſon to employ all his Engines againſt a Man, who 
had made ſuch ravage in his Kingdome: and he took a 
g00d time to make his attacq's, when L”. was in his foli- 
tudes at the Caſtle of Wartsburg: for there it was, think, 

that the ſcene of the Temptation lay. Upon the whole 
then, our Author's modeſty ſcem's to be unexampled, 

who upon ſo ſlight grounds, nay upon no grounds at all, 

could be bold enough to ſay, that -- zhe whole Platform of 
the Reformation proceeded originally from t he Devil. andagen 
that -- he Devil is the Original Founder and Abetter of the 


s Vid Antonin Chron, 3. Part. Tit. 23, Cap. 4. 6. 
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Reformation, Theſe are ſuch fawcy exprefſions upon a 
Religion eftabliſhd by Law, as deſerve rather to be 
burnt, then confuted, 

The manage and addreſs of my author has been ſpent 
to no purpoſe 1n tricking up this ſtory: for afterall,” we 
ſce, it has no hideous appearance. He's reſoly'd now «(in 
contradiction ſtill to the method laid down of confider- 
ing works only and not diſputing) to baffle the arguments 
the Opponent urges in the diſpute, and ſhew how ſlight 


the propoſitions were, which 7. let go for good: So that p. 72. 


the Tables are turn d, and whereas the Scene before 
betwixt L*. and Satan, tis now betwixt the Devil and the 
Conſiderer. And for my part, to give every one hisdue, 


I think the Devil has much the beſt on't. T ſhall paſs by 
the little skirm1ſhings on either fide, and touch onely on 


what's material. The Devil argues againſt private Maſl- $ - 


ſes, from the nature of Chriſt's inſtitution, when he di- © 
tributed it about to his diſciples, and faid - Do this &Cc. 
| From St. Paul's Comment on theſe words 1 Cor. 11. from 
the uſage of the Primitive Church *; and from the term 
Communion, which ſhe allways expreſs d it by. Here the 
Anſwerer has nothing to ſay, but that the Prieft in theſe 
Maſles is ready to communicate the Sacrament to all that 
offer themſelves. But this is not enough : for the Devils 
quzſtion 1s, whether it be not again/t the notion of a Sacra- 
ment, that the Conſecrater alone ſhould partake of it? He 
urges farther, that neither have they any intention of com- 
municating it, becauſe the words of Conſecration are 
pronounc'd, according to the Canon of the Maſs, with a 
Whiſper, and ſo not defign'd for the peoples Ears. [Andto 
all this there's not a word reply'd. The Devil goes on to 
object, that as L", had withheld all the Sacrament inprivate 


Mafles, ſo neither did he give it entire in public. ones. To $. 4: 


« See Annot. in Conc. Trid, Sel. 22, Cap. 6. Where this uſage is confeſs'd. 
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this the anſwerer returns nothing, but that the Legs | 
of the primitive Church 1s ſufficient warrant, that the ' 
words of inſtitution are not ſo to be expounded as if both * 
kinds were necefiary. But this bold affertion has been fo 
fully vanquiſh'd in alate Reply to the Biſhop of Meaux's 
treatiſe on this ſubje&;, that I ſhall not ſtop here to expoſe 
it. The Reader will there find, that not a fingle inſtance 
of Communion in one kind is to be found in all the Re- 
cords of antiquity. At leaſt, if our word will not be taken; 
that of the Council's will, which decreed it with a non-ob- 
 feanteto the cuſtome of the Primitive Church. Satan ar- 
gues againſt their form of ordination, which ſeem's rather 
to give the power of offering a Sacrifice, then diſtributing a - 
Sacrament. For the words, he ſays, of the Suffragan, when 
he deliver's the Chalice into the Prieſt's hands, are-- Take 
thou Power of conſecrating, and Sacrificing for the Quick and 
the Dead. What ſay's the Replyer? Why, that Sacrificare 
in the Churches ſenſe takes in the diſtributing part too, 
But we know this is not the Church-ſenſe, and referr our 
ſelves to the Trent-Catechiſm to expound it. There *the 
Euchariſt is faid to be inftttuted upon a double account: 
the one that it might bea Spiritual food for our Souls, the 
other that it might b& a Sacrifice for our Sins. So that 
whatever belong's to'it as it is the food of our Souls, be- 
long's to it as a Sacrament : and certainly the miniſtring 
of it to the people belongs to it, as it is the food of our 
Souls, and therefore asa Sacrament not a Sacrifice. Beſides 
the notion of Sacrificing has nothing in it of diſtribution. ' 
Tis offering ſomething ſlain by the hands of a Prieſt, to 
God. Now this is all done, before it comes to be diftribu+ 
ted to the People, as they who allow private Mafles muſt 
needs acknowledge. It avails not the Confiderer here to 
urge another part of the office, where the Prieſt is faid to 


« (ap. de Euch. $.75. 
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be ordain'd in t0tum Presbyterat us offcium: for if in the 
moſt ſolemn clauſe of it, where the power is ſpecify'd; 
and convey d, no mention be made of a power of impart- 
ing the Sacrament, why ſhould not the torum officium be xa- 
ther reduc'd to this, then this to that ? Nor do's this pre- 
judice.L*. Orders at all: for fince no ſet form of words is 
preſcrib'd by God as effential to Ordination, we doubt + 
not, but that, where the Church intends to convey this; 
it is aftually conveyd, tho the form of doing it ſhould be 
a little defeQtive : which 1sall the Devil here pretends to 
make out; and which yet I don't ſee how his Adverſary 
has-anſwer'd. Satan proceeds to another obje&ion againſt 
his uſing the Maſs as a Sacrifice propitiatory for fins, con- 
trary to Chriſt's inſtitution. Our Author ſays, 'tis a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, onely as thoſe under. the Law arefaid 
to be ſo, with reſpeC to that on the Croſs. But by his leave, 
wedeny the Parallel: for the quzſtion we would put, isn't 
whether the Sacrament of the Maſs be as 7ruly propitiatos « 
ry, as thoſe under the Law ? but whether it be as truly 2 
Sacrifice? Tf fo, then 'tis a true proper Sacrifice, without 
relation to that of the Croſs; (for ſuch the Jewiſh Sacri- 
fices were) and 1s not onely commemorative, or repreſenta- 
tive, as weare told ata puſh: Evenas theannual offering 
of the Paſchal Lamb'was not only commemorative of 
that firſt Paſchal Lamb, but alſo 1n it ſelf, exclufively to 
that reſpeR, an entire proper ſacrifice. But it he ſhall fay, 
tis not of it's ſelf a true proper facrifice, 'twill follow, 
that neither can 1t be ſo, with reſpe& to that on the 
Croſs; forayhatever 15s not 1n 1t's own nature a true pro- 
| per ſacrifice, can never be made ſo by a relation to ſome 
* other that is. The Parallel then is wide. For the uimmo- 
lations under the law, were firſt in therr own nature Sa- 
crifices, and then propitrtory in vertue of that laſt offer- 


10g upon the Croſs: whereas the Sacrament of the Eu- 
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chariſt has not that firſt ground of a real Sacrifice; and 
ſo nothing to ſupport it's propitiatory vertue upon, ' But: 
learned Proteſtants he ſays haye longince yielded up 
this argument, and quotes Mede and Perkins for it. They 
ſay indeed that the Euchariſt 1s a /acrifice in repreſenta- 
tion, and 'who .ever ſaid otherwiſe? but deny exprefsly 
that 'tis really and properly ſuch. - Our Author wonders they 
ſhould relieve themſelves with this diſtinQtion, and yet 
own the Legal Sacrifices (tho repreſentative) to be 
proper and real. But I hope his wonder will ahate a little, 
now I have ſhew'd him the difterence between em. St. 
Paul's authority brought trom x Cor. Io. 18. 1s befidethe 
purpoſe. The Apoltle 1s there arguing againſt the Gno- 
fiics, who joynd in the Idol-Feaſts, and whom he there- 
fore accuſes of participating of the Idol-God : even as 
thoſe (he ſays) who joyn 1n the Chriſtian-Feaſt, partici- 
pate of 7eſus Chriſt. -- Therefore the one 1s as much a Sa- 
 crificeas the other ! No! But therefore the one is as much 
an ad of Religious worſhip as the-other, and a confederating 
with him to whom the Sacrifice is offer d : for upon that 
the Apoſtles argument runns. Satan had therefore rear 
{on to ſay, that Chriſt inſtituted not the Sacrament to be 
either a Sacrifice, or fingly receiv d: for look upon the 
words of inſtitution -- Do this -- Do what ? no doubt on't, 
whatlI did; that 1s, bleſs the bread and wine, and diftrr- 
bute 1t. So that, where this is not done, there 1s no Sacra- 
ment; and where it is done, no ſacrifice. For nothing 1s 
done but what Chriſt did. Now he did not offer up him- 
ſelf: for then what need of the oblation of the”Croſs at- 
terwards? as twas well urg'd by near half the Divines and 
Fathers of 7rent *, Who aflerted alſo that neither Scrip- 
ture, Fathers, Canon of the Maſs, or any Council, ever 
laid that Chriſt ofler'd up himſelf in the laft ſupper. But 


# Counc. of Trent. pag. ©45. [ 
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Lam weary of ſaying what has been ſo often faid, and 
ſhall therefore leave Satan and my Author to diſpute it 
out, as not being much concern'd which way the victory - 
goes: for the ſtrength of the.cauſe, I ſuppoſe, do's not de- 
pend upon either of thetr talking; Indeed fince the'main- 
af the argument has prov'd good, tis a needleſs task to 
vindicate particulars. If what is ſaid in the lump be ſup- 
$d of force enough to ground L-. averſion againſt the. 
Maſs, tis all we-defire. So that hadT leiture to purſue the: 
minutes of the diſcourſe, yet the argument would be but: 
where 1t was: for one demonſtration upon a ſubje& is as 
zood as a thouſand. The diſputing part might have been 
ipard here, becauſe 'tis forreign to the firſt deſign of pro-- 
poſing bare Works, and by them making an eſtimate of do- 
arines. But I muſt be content to follow my Guide 1n his: 
own way. Should I have ſet afide every thing that was- 


*mpertinent, my Anſwer muſt have lain within the room 


of one of his paragraphs. But this hadn't been deference 
enough to an Author of his bu{k; and the dwarf had look'd 
too deſpicably little, to encounter the Gyant. 


He comes now to make his refle&tions upon this dry'$ 4:4. 


tedious ſtory. He gueſs it probable that the Devil in-? 
tended by this Dialogue to fix Luther s notions of the: 
Maſs more ſtrongly upon him: and T gueſs: otherwiſe, 
His ofhly way to confute me will be,;to ſhew.that thoſe #0-- 
tions are bad: till that s done, we are not to be moy'd by 
conjectyres. B+ 


Here 1s a digrefſion about Zuinglizs $. 44. which yety. 44. 


contrary to the rule of Epiſode, has nothing in 1t ſurpri- 
Ling. Zuinglius dreamt it ſeem's,one night of a Text, which 
upon recolle&ion he found very. pat to his Doctrine of 
the Euchariſt: and what thoughtful man 1s there, that has 
-not met with ſuch lucky hints ſometime orother, without 
thinking himſelf oblig'd to the Deyil for the para” F 
The 
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The next 'Paragraph recapitulates, and has been An- 
ſwer'd already. He beginn's then to make his Conceſſt. 
ons. Luther, he thinks, diſcover d not theſe wiles of Sa: 
tan; but inferrs, that he was therefore the more dange- 
rous inſtrument : and ſo takes occafion to tell us the 
ry of Vaninus, and lay out bigotry, and falſe confidence 
in all it's colors. Some people have dy'd by ſuſpenſion at 
Tyburn, he ſays, ſoine by fire at Smithfield, with an equal 
reſolution for two contradiCtories. This 1s adarling Point; 
and he's every wery where full of it: youll find him at 
it; in muchwhat the ſame words. C hurch-Gov. part.5.p.260. 
But what do's he mean by it? would he argue that becauſe 
both thought themſelves certainly in the right, therefore 
he of the two that was in the right, - was not ſure of it? 
Do's Truth know her ſelf 'ere the leſs to be truth, be- 
cauſe Error ſtand's up, and pretend's boldly to know the 
contrary ? This ſtrike's at all certainty, as well as Luther's: 
and my Author muſt be a Sceptic, and no Roman-Catholic 
if he believes it. 

He owns there were ſeveral ſpecious pretences for a 
Reformation, and allow s L-. not to have been deſtitute 
of many perſonal virtues; but then he fays they did not 
ballance his vices: and to prove this, inſtances in his ſen- 
ſuality and diſobedience; two crimes, which he has dealt 
with, as Varillas dos with Charles the 5th; and, to make 
the more ſolemn ſhew, ſplit em mto twenty. Forhe ac- 
cuſes him of Pride and Contention, of Licentiou/ne/s, and 
Rebellion; of Anger, .nad lmpatiency: he accuſes him of 
ſelf admiration, and contempt of others; of r.»ilins,' and blaſ- 
phemiug againſt the Catholic Church -- and ofa great many 
other Synonyma's, All which have been ſufficiently contu- 
ted in what goes before; and ſhall receive here no other 
Anſwer,then one of his own, | -- Words. ] T ſhall giveone 
inſtance of my Author's integrity,and ſo diſmiſs this _ 
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He cannot but own, that LZ*. difiwaded'theProteſtants 
from _ up arms in the Cauſe 'of Religiong but (ac- 
cording to his uſual way of guefling at peoples thoughts) 
imputes it to his being conicions of their weakneſs. © All 
that I ſhall ay to this kind cenſure-is, that the paſſive o- 
bedience of the primitive Chriſtians has been us'd at the 
ſame rate by a late-Author, whoſe face I have ſince ſeen 
thro' a pillory. 


He gives a finiſhing ſtroke to his reaſonings now 5. ;2. 


tow'rds parting, by a Paralle! drawn between Luther and 
Mahomet. A man 1s tempted here to return the kindneſs, 
and give him another between /ome body, that He knows, 
and Fudas, But we underſtand with what defign this odi- 
ous compariſon was made, and ſhall therefore ( to mor- 
tify him ) not be provokd. Only hell give us leave to re- 
vive an old obſervation, that Mahomet, and Pope Boniface 
were cotemporaries. Indeed Boniface got the ſtart of 
him a little, and ſet up his kingdome A. IF years be-. 
fore him : but Mahomet having the advantage of ſo good 
a pattern, tho he began ſomething later, has thriv'd-bet- 
ter. There is an author too of ours that has wage 7c 
call d Turco-Papiſms, which I would defire him to read, be- 
fore he ventures at capping CharaQers. Theſe, he has 
given us, are very childiſh, and have no other property of 
parallels, but that, draw em out o both fides, as faras you 
pleaſe, they'll never meet, I am too weary now toallow my 
ſelf any excurſion from the main deſign; el{c heresa fair 
opportunity toſhew how great a bungler my Author 1s , 
n hitting features. And after all, let the likeneffes be ne- 
ver ſo true, yeta Parallel ina writer of Controverſy, 1sno 
more then a Simile from a pleader at the Bar: it may glit- 
ter alittle, and look prettily, but will never convince the 
Jury. What isfaid upon this occaſion then, I ſhall ſuppoſe 
within a Parenthefis, and ſo go on. 

H Ro He 
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He reſumeshis firſt method afreſh, and after this long 
account, would now at laft try his dofrine by his works, 
according to that Text -- Te ſhall know them by their fruits, 
which he here repeats agen, and expounds 4s formerly. 
But I have ſhew'd himfrom the natural drift of the words, 
from the joint authorities of our and their own Expoſi- 
tors, that this Text muſt have another meaning. Yet we 
have comply deven with this ſenſe too; and expected, af- 
ter we had condeſcendingly made LU. works Umpires in 
the Controverſy, that the groſs of his book ſhould have 
been taken up in ſetting zhem out : but find contrarily that 
two thirds of it have been employ'd againſt his dodtrines, 
We may hope at leaſt that he will be more pertinent in 
the cloſe. Here then after fome little flouriſhes about the 
Connex1on of Truth and Holyneſs, Error and Vice(which 
kindly deſtroy one another) he ſumm's up the Evidence; 
that is he ſetts out what bad conſequences Luther s'do- 
Arrine had; inſtancing in Variety of Sedts, Diſſoluteneſs of 
Life &C. w hich (heſays) attended the Reformation, So 
that by Works, it ſeems, he did not mean L*. Works, as we 
were fooliſhly made to believe for abovean 100 pages t0- 
gether; (for on this Topic not one word here 1s ſaid) but 
the wor ks of thoſe that follow'd Luther ; and' when H# 
faylings are too light to carry any weight, other mens Vices 
are thrown into the Scale. What a ſtrange thoughtleſs- 
nels 1s this to-write a book, and then baulk the whole de- 
11gn of it, zuſt when tis to be ſhutt up? The Deſerter, it 
lcems, is reſolv'd to maintain his character, by running 
from every thing, and leaving his own very methods in 
thelurch. But how do's he prove this Diffoluteneſs of man- 
ners upon the Reform'd ? why, as he do's other things, he 


ſays it. Now whether there were at that tume any {uch 


bad things, as he talks of, among Proteſtants, or no ; yet 


weare ſurc theſe fruits could not ſpring naturally from 
LE. 


L539). 
L', do@rine: they might perhaps ariſe fron It; as Vermin 
trom the power of the Sun, by Equivocal praduQtion; but 
that they were it's dire&genuine flue, 1s apropohtion in 
vain a//erted, unleſs it be prov d,; To ſhew this, would be 
to his purpoſe; till he dos, weare left ata gaze; and have 
nothing(tor all his fine promiſesatfirſt)to try £.dodrines 
by, but the very doarines themſclyes. But men had rea- 


ſon to ſulpe& 'em (he ſays) becauſe they came into the wor}d x. 8. 


neither with miracles, nor (if we conſdetia/l-faid) wiahy he figns 
of a good Spirit, nor yet own d or defended\ (nay allo rejetted 
and condemn'd by the Church.) For the firſt of theſe; Mira- 
cles, Luther, we own, came without-'eny, but neither had 
he any need of 'em. Their uſe 4stoefobli/o: lomernew:dox; 
arine, not to reffore an 0/d one, which was his caſe. ; And, 
therefore he no where pretend's to any extraordinary inme-; 
diate vocation, but onely to that'ordinary call of the Preſ- 
bytery, and the commiſſion thengiven him topreach the 
truth of the Goſpel,and confound Error. As to the gns of 
a good Spirit T have con/ader'd all ſaid, and cannot find that 
he had thefignsofa bad one. He had a zeal for Gods glory, 
which huxried him ſometimes beyond what was decent 
in his expreſſions: but this imperfe&tion was,'we doubt 
not, cafily pardon d by that God, who in ſome meaſure ac- 
cepted Jebu's zeal, tho ſtain'd with grols hypocriſy; In 
other things I hope I may by this time boldly pronounce 
him blameleſs. As for the Churches rejetting and condemning 
his Dodtrine, 'tis the old figureof the Church of Rome for the 
Catbolic Church; and is too trite'a ſubject tobehere infilt- 
ed on. T _— 

But 7ruth and Holyneſs, Error. and Vice have a neceſſary Con- 
1exion; What then? Luther: we have prov'd an boly-man, 
and therefore this do's not touch us.in the ſenſe he would 
have it, Yet truthand holygeſs, Error and, Vice are not, 
it ſcem's, 16 neceſſarily link'd/ together, but that 4, Zeacher 

H 2 


$- 59- 


of R 


£ 
SJ 


6. G1, 


[ 60 ] 
of ſomething falſe may bring forth the fruits of a good life; and 
contrary, the Teacher of Truth rhe fruits of a bad: for theſe 
are his words in this very paragraph. So that Neceſſary 
and Contingent arg the ſame in this man's Logic. 

Agen he proves, that where more corrupt -DoArines are 
believ'd, and taught t here for the gener al are more corrupt liees. 
Agreed ! but are Luther s DoErines of ſuch a ſtamp? In- 
deed in his groſs way of delivering em, they 'mayhave 
ſuch anappearance. The 4 main heads are; hefays; 1:'7he 
Nullity and Antit hriſtianiſm of the former Clergy and the non- 
obligation of their Laws, But T have made out from the 
Smalcald Articles, that Luther held no nullity in this caſe: 
& tho' in points fundamental he allow d not the Authority 
of councils, as depending merely on revelation for them: 
yet in things indifferent T have ſhew d that he-was as wil- 
ling to be concluded by their ſantions as any man: 2. The 
inutility of works, pennance, mortifications &c. This is all a 
ſlander: hedecry'd not the u/e;but the merit of them. 4.The 
ſervitude of Man's will; and inability to do good even in the 16 
generate. [*. Do&trine of free will 1s, when fairly expoun- 
ded, the ſame with the Church of Eng lands: as ſuch; 'we 
own it, and ſhall defend it. 4.. The ſole ſufficiency of Faith in is 
for our Juſtification. We have told him that Lurher held 
zo0d works as neceflary to Salvation as any Papiſt of em 
all, tho' he did not think they were the can/e;of juſtifica- 
tion. That they follow'd upon it, as heat attends the light 
of the-Sun, he own'd: but then #s heat do's not enfighten, 
however cloſe joind with that which do's, ſo neither do 
they ju/tify. If then 'twas out of theſe three latter points, that 
a great diſſoluteneſs of Life C onttouſneſs,Oppreſſion &Cc. 'grew; 
tis to be hop the crimes imputed are but a fition, and 
that the Reform'd are not fo bad as they are repreſented, 
{ince thoſe three points, when truly ſtated, have a quite 
different air, weſce, from what he has beſtow dupon _ 
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The Parragraph referr'd to,I me ſare,provesno ſuch thing; $ 7 
there are two or three expreſſions from Eraſmus, Calvin, 
and Muſcn/us, which repreſent ſome of the Reform'd as 
worſe then while they were Papiſts. And will he take the 
advantage of this,ſo far as toſay, that the Reformation dos 
of it ſelf make men worſe? Tf he will; 'tis plam, he's re- 
ſolv'd to make all the /pireful inferences he can; without 
troubling himſelf whether they are ju/? or no: 


He proceeds to refle&t on the many Seats that ſprung 5 =: 


up after the Reformation. But a late Apologezical Vindicator 
of the Church of England has fo tully cleard this objeftion, 
that the moſt partial muſt be fatisfy'd. Lcanadd nothing 
co what that worthy Aurhor has done, and ſhall therefore 
ſpare my ſelf the trouble of tranſcribing. I ſhall only take 
notice of ſomething the Confiderer relates on-this occafi- 
on. By reaſon of theſe Sets, he ſays, following t he Reformation 
focleſe at the heels &c,--L". often foretold that the true Religion 
ſhould not long continue after his death. He bring'snota Let- 
ter from. L". to confirm this report, which is an evident 
fign thathe cannot: for upon lefler occafions, he dos not 
ſpare his Latin.. Indeed Luther was fo far from any diff- 
dence of this nature,that his Adverſaries have blamd him 
for a too great preſumption on t'other fide: particularly Bel- 
larmin in his 12th. Note urges againſt him a prophecy of 
his, that in two years the Papal Kingdome ſhould be de- 
ſtroy d. Tho this too be a falſity, and-was broach'd by 
Cochleus, a venemous writer ; andoneſo careleſs of truth 
or falſhood, that Sanders himſelf is not more. But 
Author has a great knack at Remarks: 1the endot this 
Paragraph, he makes another about our refining inthe points 
of Controverſy, and coming nearer and nearer flill to the Church 
of Rome. Now let any man'compare Bel/armin s bold truths, 
with the /oftnings of the Biſhop of-Condom, and the Repre- | 
{enter, and then tell me, on which fide this unputation 
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lyes. "Twill appear, I believe, upon this ſearch, that (ld 
Popery, and New Popery agree no more, then the twa./tyles, 
We are come now to the laſt ſtage of the Pamphlet.; 
where we may ſee how much art 1s requiſite to manage 
circumſtances well. Nothing is leſs obnoxious tocenſure 
then the ſtory of .death, when intirely told. Yetas paſ- 
ſages are here pick'd out, and wre/ied it makes no goodap- 
pearance. This we have the more reaſon to take ill of him, 
becauſe he there quotes 7u/tus Fonas his account, the moſt 
authentic-extant; and yet takes but a ſingle circumſtance 
from him in the wholerelation. The truth 1s, no other ac- 
count bears any credit with us : This was compal'd by 
Eye-witneſfles, Jonas, Celins, and Aurifaber : who ſolemnly 
invoke God to witneſs that they have related all things 
with exact fidelity; and who indeed durſt not have done 
otherwiſe ; ſince Count Mansfeld, and ſeveral other per- 
ſons of Quality were preſent alſo, and could haye confu- 
ted 'em,had they been faulty in any thing. Sleidan hascon- 
tracted the ſtory from them, and in his wordsI ſhall give 
it you. Vide marg.*, Here 1s firſt of all no /urprize, as the 
Pamphlet 


in cubiculum ingreditur, & ad quietem 
icerum ſe componir, & ſalutatis amicis, 
qui aderant,orate,inquit, Deum, ut Evan» 
gelii do&trinam nobis conſerver : Ponti- 
fex enim & Concilium Tridentinum di» 
ra moliuntur. Hzc ubi dixit, fafto filen- 
tio, dormit aliquandiu. Sed urgente vi 
morbi, poſt mediam noctem excitatus, 


« Prius quam Iſlebium perveniret , 
guod erat ſub exitum Januarii, valetudine 
utebatur tenuiori : ſed tamen & cauſam 
agebar, propter quam erat vocatus, & ali- 
quoties in remplo docebat, percepta quo- 
que czna Domini. 17, vero die Februazii 
ccepit #grotare gravius ex pectore. Erant 
cum ©eo Gi eres, focnnee, Manns Frakes 


& alii quidam familiares ; in his ctiam Ju- 
ſtus Jonas, Eccleſiz Hallenſis, Miniſter: & 
quanquam erat imbecillus, prandit ramen 
cum reliquis atque ceenavit ; inter coenan- 
dum variis de rebus locutus, hoc etiam 
ancer c#tera rgavit- Num inilla ſempi- 
rerna vita fimus alter alterum recogni- 
rurt? cumque illi ex ipſo averent fcire; 
quid, inquit accidit Adamo &c, --- A cc- 
na quum divertiſſet precandi cauſa ficuti 
contuevit, ccapir augeri dolor pectoris. 
Ibi monitu quorundam uſus eſt cornu mo- 
nocerotis, ex vino ; poſt, in minori le- 
ctulo hypocauſti per unam & alteram 
toram {uaviter dormit. Cum evigilaſſer, 


queriturde pe@oris anguſtia & preſenti- 
ens inſtare jam vitz tinem, his omning 
verbis Deum implorat. Mi pater ccele- 
ſtis, Deus, & kater Domini  noſtri Jeſu 
Chriſti, Deus omnis conſalationts, age, 
tibi gratias, quod filium tuum mihi reve- 
laſti, cui credidi, quem ſum profeſſus, 
quem amavi, quem celebravi, quem Pon- 
tifex Romanuz, & reliqua impiorum 
turba perſequirur contumelia : rogo te, 
mi Domine Jeſu Chriſte, ſauſcipe animuy 
lam meam Mi pater cceleſtis ctiamſi dt- 
vellor ex hac vita, certo temen ſcis, me 
recum elle permanſurum -4n ſempicer- 
num, neque poſſe me tuis ex manibus a 
quoquam 


[63 ] | 
Pamphlet tell's as; Luther had early warnings given him 
by a lingring ſickneſs, and was fenſ1ble of his deathſome 
time-betore it s approach. Neither hapned it amidſt all 
the 7ollity that 18-pretended : He had diſcoursd all thatday 
on divine ſubjeas, had employ'd hislatter daysin 

ing, and recetying the Sacrament, and his breath depart- 
ed with a prayer. But this prayer had neyer a miſerere met 
int, ſays the Objecter. What then? muſt all good menat 
their death be ty'd up to a particular phraſe? yet never- 
theleſs 1t had ſomething equivalent: Kogo te, mi Domine, 
Jeſu Chriſte ſuſcipe animam meam, was no aſſuming expreſ- 
hon, but as much a requeſt of mercy as the other. Hedy'd 
calmly too, and with all the eaſyneſs of a man falling a- 
ſleep: not with the rortura oris, and dextrum latus totum- 
infu/catum,which we are told of out of Coch/eus. The Con- 
fiderer might be aſhamd after he had profefledly difown'd 
that ſenſeleſs writer thro his whole book;tocloſe it upat 
laſt with a little piece of borrow d malice from him. A 
thouſand ſuch particulars as theſe night be drawn from 
Lindanus, Pentacus, Thyrreus and the reſt of that rank 
Crew, who have taken care that nether Luther norany o- 
ther Reformer ſhould go down to the Grave with honor. 
Luther had the luck to deteCt one of theſe ſhamms whilſt 
living: for even Then a ſtory was ſent abroad of his Death, 
with all the hideons circumſtances imaginable*: But he 
himſelf.confuted it in writing, and ſhew'd us in this one 
report what credit may be given to the reſt. Yet Bel/lar- 
min was ſo taken with theſe tooleries, that he has, ridicu-- 
louſly enough, inſerted into his Notes of the true Church, 
this for one --- 7 be bad ends of it s oppoſers: and there with 
 — by ono gn rt falls 'im exattly with Thea- 
nus Domini. commendaſſert ſemel atque | nuss (Hiſt Lib 2.) « Writer of the other 
iterum, tanquam dormiturus paulatim e | party and even Surizs bimfelf bas given us 


vita decedit, nullo cum corporis, qui qui- ; (Comm, p.474 ) a Copy of the Praper.. 
dem anumadverti poſlet, cruciatu. Sleid 4 Vide Lonicer. T heatr. p. 246. 
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a great deal of formality tells this ſtory of Z*, death, and 
twenty more not leſs exfravagant. But let the Conſederer * 
rebuke him for it : his words are, that he chief authors of 
Sefts and Hereſies have, not unfrequently nothing in their Life 
or Death exorbitant or monſtrous : which alſo is a kind hint, 
that he himſelf has been committing an unpertinence for 
above an 100 pages together; For 'tis an 0b/ervable ye 
eafily drawn TI think from this Conceſſzon, that the Life and 
Deathof a man can be no ſlandard of his doftrine;, which evi- 
dently undoes all he has been doing, and putt's us in mind 
once agen of the humble-bees, and the 7inder-boxes, 

I have done with his Paragraphs; and ſhall now examin 
a little his deſign in writing em. It was, I ſuppoſe, to lay 
a blot upon the Reformation in general, and particularly 
that of the Church of England. But firſt, how comes the 
Church of England to be concern d in what Luther ſaid, or 
did ? Whilſt he was pulling down the Papacy 1n Germeny, 
ſhe was carrying on the ſame deſign here at home. She 
had ſtruggld and heav'd at #Reformation; eyer fance Wic- 
liffs dayes, tor abont a 150 years together: her Lollards(as 
they were call d) hadallalong /poken, written, and dyd for 
it : ſhe could not nevertheleſs bring it to the birth ill a; 
bout thigtime, when the Eyes of all Europe began to be 0- 
pend: thenit was that ſhe puihd it forward, and threw 
off the Popes Yoke in concert with other Churches. Her 
proceedings were regular, and by the joint Authorities of 
the ſtate Civil and Ecclefiaſtical. It irregularities were 
done elſewhere, let them Anſwer for 'em, that did em. 
Whatever Luther saQtions at that time might be,they con- 
cern us no more, then the Hiſtorian's flouriſh about Sultan 
Selim's Conqueſts do's his Hiſtory of Hzreſys : they were 
cotemporary indeed, and that's all; for there's noother 
dependence between 'em. 


But neither is the Reformation in general at all ay 
| 1s 


go 


[ 6s ] 
this method. For let Luther be as bad as he will,” yet the 
| Doctrine of the Apoſtles, and theprimitive Church is, we 
hope, ner the worſe for his preaching it. He' pretended 
to no new Revelation; had he done ſo 'twould have been re- 
quiſite, png voy” he ſhould have liv'd up toit: heonly 
pointed out ſome o/d Truths, that hadlaynhid a great 
while ; and dete&ted fome Errors, which in the courſe of 
time had,like ruſt, oyerſpread Chriftianity. Here have we 
nothing to do but to put our ſelves upon the ſearch, whe- 
ther theſe pretences of his to —_— be true or falſe: for 
if they be true, 'tis a confeſt point that they mult be li- 
ſten'd to, whoever he be that makes 'em. [dolatry tsagreed 
to be a fin on all fides: ſhould 2 Few therefore obje& it 
to the Church of Rome, as an hindrance of his Converſion; 
ſhe were bound to reform even on this admonition. But 
where a new Religion is reveal'd; the caſe I confeſs, is 0- 
therwiſe : there the doEtrine it ſelf 1s in diſpute whether 
true or falſe; all aids therefore are to be calld in,that may 
any ways afliſt us in the diſcovery ; and the Lives of the _ 
Revealers may be juſtly enough ſet over againſt theRevye- - 
lation, to find whether po ty Thus ſhould that bad 
man L", have been the Fr/t diſcoverer of Errors mn' the 
Church, yet his badneſs would in no wiſe have prejudic'd 
his diſcovery. But what now if he were one of the lateſt pro- 
teſters againſt Popery ? and even then, but one among many, 
that ſet about the ſame work ? The obje&ion at this rate 
leſſens very mach, and comes to no more then this, >... 
amongſt a C loud of Witneſſes,there was One of no very g 
reputation. And that this is the caſe, has been proyd up- 
on 'em to a demonſtration a hundred times over. Melchior 
Adams has afforded us the Lives of no lefs then 22 Divines, 
who immediately before, and together with Luther pro- - 
moted all the ſame deſign. The Errors of the Church of 
Rome were never poſſeſs'd quietly : we havetold 'em when 
they came in, and who they were that roſe upagainſt em, 
I | .1n 
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in every age, from the 674 Century down tothe 16th, If 
any man requires this, Catalogue,he may find it in White's 
True way to. the Charch compleatly and learnedly ſett 
down'*: not to mention Field, Ther, Catalogus Teftium Ve. 
ritatis, and twenty more, Goldaſtuss three Volumes ſuf- 
ficiently explain.the ſenſe of all ages in this point z and 
Orthuinus Gratiuss Colletion of Complaints lets - us 
know what peoples thoughts were,when Luzher appear'd, 
He did not —— the world with new ſurprizing not 
ons; for then they would have ſuſpended their judgments 
2 while: whereas thouſands follow d his ſtandard, as foon 
as ever it was advanc'd; and Melitz the Apoſtolic Com- 
miflary own'd that in 1 518 (a year after L". firſt preach'd) 
he found in his journy from Rome to Saxony three on Dt 
ther s fide to one that ſtood for the Pope*. Luther then was 
one of the late afſerters of truth, and even at that tume 
not ſingle: Oecolampadius Zuinglius,C ar{/iad, and many more 
were e'en as early as he: tho' tis true he ſignaliz'd hunſelf 
above the reſt by a peculiar brayery. of mind, and an un- 
dauntedneſs m the caufe of God, that was little leſs then 
miraculous. He labor d more then them all, yet ſtill they 
were his Fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel: and therefore,were 
the Reformation to be run down by Life-writing, - yet tg 
think this task is perform'd by confidering the a&tionsof 
L*, alone, when there were ſo many both before and with 
him that embark'd in the ſame caule, is the moſt ſenſeleſs 
thing imaginable. | 
But further, when the Conſederer has managd this argu- 
ment to the beſt advantage, he would do well to conjader 
too, how it returns upon him. Luther, even in the colours 
he has laid upon him,do's not look halt ſo ill as ſome Popes 
of theirs who were his Cotemporaries. Julius was of A 
cruel reſtleſs temper, and facrific d the peace of all /zaly to 
hisambition. Zeothe 10th, is deſervedly infamous for his 
baſe proſtitution of [ndulgences. Paul the 3d. kept a Whare - 
” - # p-387.Edit Lond. 1620, & Vide Sleid. ad Ana. open- _. 


[67 ] 
openly, and ownd it; and advanc'd aBaftard of his ts the 
Principality of Parma and Piacenza, ' Would we aſcend 
higher to the known names of Hildebrand, Innocent; Boni- 
face, and the reſt of thoſe lew'd Popes,whom Be/larmin con- 
feſes to have gone ind long Train to the Devil,weſhould quick- 
ly find how advantageous Luther's charaQter would ap- 
pear : and what reaſon Caftilio's Painter had to reply upon 
the Cardinal, who blam'd him for putting a little too 
much colour into St.Peter and Paul's taces,that 'twas true 
indeed, in their Life time they were pale mortify d men, 
but that fince they were grown y, by bluſhing at the 
{ins of their Succefſors. Now let any man tell me, why 
manners are not (as much, nay) more requiſite toan-infa!- 
lible Guide, then a fallible Reformer ? fince in the one, we 
accept the Do&rine merely for the man's ſake,in the other 
the man for his DoQtrine's fake : elpecially fince the firft 
involyes alwayes the latter's character ; for Infallibility 
carrys along with it the perpetual power of reforming A- 
buſes. This holds good then again ſuch as place the laſt 
appeal in the Pope : thoſe who take refuge in a multitude, 
havean Arrian Council to Anſwer for;a Councul, where the 
lives of the Fathers were'as unorthodox as their Principles, 
and this in a much higher degree then is pretended upon 
Luther, if Athanaſius's nent be {et oyer againſt the - 
Ponſiderer s, TU 
The method then of the Pamphlet 1s every w 
ſufficient, and let the Spirit of Martin __ be as 
tis ſuppos'd to be, yet the proof of this wo 
- onefingle truth of that Religion, he profels'd. But to 
off all ſeeraing objeCtions, andſtop the mouths of the moſt 
unreaſonable Gainfayers, I have examin'deven'this little 
pretence too; and find, upon a faithful enquiry, that Zu- 
ther's Life was led up to thoſe DoErines he preach'd,;and 
his Death was the death of the Righteous. Were I not 


confin'd by the charaQter of an Anſwerer merely to wipe 
Iz. SE"s. 


[ 68 | '* 
oft the Aſperſions that are brought,T could ſwell this book 
to twice the bulk by ſetting out that beſt ſide of L*, which” 
our Author in the Pi&ture he has grven us of him,hasz con- 
trary to the method of Painters, thrown into ſhade, that. 
he might place a ſupposd deformity or two the more in- 
view. He was a Man certainly of high endowments of 
mind, and great Virtues: he had a'vaſt underſtanding, 
which rais'd him upto a pitchoflearning unknown to the” 
age he livd in: his knowledge in ſcriptures was admira- 
ble, his Elocution manly, and his way of reaſoning with 
all the ſubtilty that thoſe honeſt plain truths,he delivered, 
would bear: His thoughts were bent alwayes on great de+ 
ſigns, and he had a reſolution fitted to go thro' with 'em: 
The aſſurance ofhis mind was not to be ſhook,or ſurprizd; 
and that =zj»a« of his (for I know not what elſe to call it) 
before the Dyet at Worms,was ſuch as might have become 
the days of the Apoſtles. His Life was holy, and, when he 
had leiſure for retirements, ſevere: his virtues aftive 
chiefly, and homilitical, not thoſe lazy ſullen ones of the 
Cloyſter. He had noambition but in the ſervice of God: 
for other things, neither his enjoyment, nor wiſhes ever” 
went higher then the bare conyeniencies of living. He 
was of a temper particularly averſe to covetouſneſs,or any. 
baſe ſin; and charitable even to a fault, without reſpect 
to his own occaſions. Ifamong this Crowd of Virtues a faik 
ngErept in, we muſt Remember that an Apoſtle himſelf -- 
hyans been irreprovable: It in the Body of his Do@trine 
meFaw 15to be ſeen; yet the greateſt Lights of the Church, 
and in the pureſt times of it, were, we know, not exa&t'in 
all their Opinions. Upon the whole, we have certainly 
great reaſon to break out in the phraſe of the Prophet,and 
ſay --- How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of hit 
that bringeth glad tideings ? 
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The PREFACE, - 


HEN I firſt happ'ned upon this Patmphlet, and by 
ſome peculiar beautys in the flyle, eaſily diſcover'd it's 
Owner, [ was, I muſt confeſs, not a little ſurprizd: 1 
could not have imagin d that a Man of ſobigg a reputas- 
tion as the Author of the Guide in Controverſy ; One, whoſe thoughts 
had for ſome years convers d with nothing leſs then Oecumenical - 

Councels, Popes and Patriarchs, ſhould quitt all thoſe fine amuſe- 
ments for the humble task of Lite-writing, end drawing of Chara- 

J CQters. Twas mean prey, [ thought, for a Bird of his Pounces: and the 
Deſign he didit with, madeit ten times more a Riddle, The Do&rines 
of the Reformation have,for near two Centuries,kept the field againſt 
all Encounterers: and do's He think they may be foil d at last by two or 
three little Remarks upen the Life and Aftions of afingle Reformer? 
But it look's like a Jeſt, when the Irregularities committed by L,ather 
in Germany, are turn'd upon Us here in England : as if any thing 
that He ſaid,or did,could affe&t.a Church eftabliſh d upon it's own bot- 
tom,and as independent on any forreign aut horities,as the Crown,Her 
Defender wears. Luther's Voice is indeed to Vs. what our * Author 
term s it,the Voice of the Stranger ; and tho' we are allwaies ready to 
wipe off the unjuſt aſperſions caſt upon him by bis Enemies, yet this is 
what we are oblis'dro not a5 Sons, but as Friends. Whenever injur'd 
Virtue is ſet upon, every ry - man is concern'd in the Quarrel. But 
theſe laſt Attacqu's have been ſo very feeble,that had we foronce trufted = 
the Cauſe to it's own ftrength, 'twould have ſuffer d but litrle Damage. 
And I for my part ſhould have done ſo, did I not know there were a ſort: 
of Men in the World, who have the vanity to think every thing on their 

ſide unanſwerable, that do's not receive a ſett Reply; tho' at the ſame 


ws ww» erg 


time they are pleas'd to anſwer nothing themſelves. They fight indeed - 


all of 'em, like Tartars ; make a bold and furious onſet, and if that does 
not doe, they retreat in diſorder, and you never hear of em afterwards. 
And this, I exped, will be the preſent caſe. The Editor of theſe Confi- 
derations won't much care for replying, I believe ; becauſe that. muſt be 
deproprio, andcan't be drawn from the old ftore of proviſions. laid in 
by the Fraternity. But whether the Poyſons were of an earlyer mixture, 


; « Pag. 2. of Conſid, ZEP 


- - —_ - 


Imprimatur. 
| T0. FENN 


A T1 Vice-Can. Oxon. 
Fulii 29. 1687+ 


a —= ——_— 


The PrEFAcEr,- 


HEN I firft happ'ned upon this Pamphlet, and by 
ſome peculiar beautys in the fiyle, eaſily diſcover'd it's 
| Owner, [was, I muſt confeſs, not a little ſurprizd: 1 
| could not have imagin d that a Man of ſobigg a reputa- 
tion as the Author of the Guide in Controverſy ; 0ne, whoſe thoughts 
had for ſome years convers d with nothing leſs then Oecumenical 
Councels, Popes and Patriarchs, ſhould quitt all thoſe fine amuſe- 
ments for the humble task of Lite-writing, and drawing of Chara- 
ers. Twas mean prey, { thought, for a Bird of his Pounces: and the 
Deſign he didit with, madeit ten times more a Riddle, The Do&trines 
of the Reformation have, for near two Centuries,kept the field againſt . 
all Encounterers: and do's He think they may be foil d at las by twoor: 
three-little Remarks upon the Life and Attions of afingle Reformer? 
But it look's like a Jeſt, when the Irregularities committed by L,ather 
in Germany, are turn'd upon Us here in'England : as if any thing 
that He ſaid,or did,could affe a Churcheftabliſb d upon it's own bot- 
tom,and as independent on any forreign authorities,as the Crown Her 
Defender wears. Luther's Voice #x indeed to Vs, what our * Author 
term 's it,the Voice of the Stranger ; and tho we are allwaiesready to 
wipe off the unjuſt aſperſions caſt upon bim by bis Enemies, yet this is © 
what we are oblig'd to, not as Sons, but as Friends. Whenever injur'd. 
Virtue is ſet upon, every = man is concern'd in the Quarrel. But 
theſe laſt Attacgu's have been ſo very feeble,that had we for once truſted 
the Cauſe toit's own flrength, 'twould have ſuffer d but little Damage. 
And I for my part ſhould have done ſo, did [ not know there were a ſort. 
of Men in the World, who have the-vanity to think every thing on their 
fide unanſwerable, that do's not receive a ſett Reply ;, tho' at the ſame 
time they are pleas'd to anſwer nothing themſelves. They fight indeed 
all of 'em, like Tartars ; make a bold and furious onſet, and if that does 
not doe, they retreat in diſorder, and you never hear of em afterwards. 
And this, I exped, will be the preſent caſe. The Editor of theſe Confi- 
derations won't much care for replying, I believe ; becauſe that. muſd be 
de proprio, and can't be drawn from the old floreef proviſions. laid in 
by the Fraternity. But whether the Poyſons were of an earlyer mixture, 
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« Pag. 2.of Conſid, X «1's and: 


and deſign'd, like Italian Preparations, to work now at a diſtance,” or 
whether later temper'd, is a thing we may ſafely be ignorant of ;, as long 
a5 we are ſecure of the Antwdote,before they take their effe. And this 
tbe Theatre-Prelſs thinks her ſelf engag'd to promiſe: conſidering from 
Whoſe Munificence be had ber Birth, andeſpecially to Whom ſhe ows 
her Luſtre ; a late Prelate, of a remarkable zeal for the eStabliſhd 
Church; and who, were Religions to be try d by Lives,would have liv'd 
down the Pope, and the whole Conſiſtory. If the Services ſbe do's now 
are not of the moſt deſerving C haraer, 'tis what the Meanneſs of 
the Oppoſer, and a worn-out Cauſe will bear : ſhe has already producd 
the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt Popery, Fathers, and Bibles. The pre- 
fent Attempt is confin d perfetily within the bounds of an Anſwer ; and 
pretend's to nothing more then a bare purſuit of the Author ſlep by 
ftep; and the laying open his Blunders, for the Reader's eaſe, juſt in the 
ſame order they ly. There was nothing frightful in this Task, but the 
toil of being forc'd to think /o long upon ſo very thoughtleſs a Writer: 
in all other reſpefis 'twas as eaſy as one would wiſh. The Hiſtory-part lay 
within a little room; and the Reaſonings upon it were ſo thin,t hat they 
needed only ſetting in the light,to be look'd thro. In both, my greats 
ee helps have been drawn from one ſingle Author, the Confiderer him- 
Self: who in every Book of his has made it appear, that he can write 
Contradiftions, as well as believe 'em, This —_ rſormance had ſeen 
the light much ſooner, but that it waited the Edition of another Piece 
which ſhowd regularly have prevented it. But the Gentleman employ'd 
on that occaſion having not yet had all the leiſure he expedfed, 'twas 
thought fit rather to ſend this abroad, out of it's due place, then' ſtay 
till every body had forgotten the Book it anſwer's : a misfortune, which 
[ fear it has already in a great meaſure undergone. In the Defence of Our 
Reformation, to come, "twill be found, that the Confiderer is no good 
Hiſtorian; zhe Replyer, has prov d him no good Catholic} the: Ani- 
madyerter no good Subject; and all together no good Diſputant ; 
ſo:that I have now no new fide of him left, to entertainthe Reader 
with. What he is, aftey-all this, no borly know's;, '1is:muctreaſger 10 
gueſs, what, under another Revolution, he will be. | 
| Ap- 
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Anſwer to Confider ations &Tc. 


> he was engagd againſt the united forces of the 
S Papal world, and he ſtood the Shock of tm 
bravely, both with Courage, and Succeſs. After his 
Death, one would have expected, that generous Adver- 


faries ſhould have put up their Pens, and quitted at 


leaſt ſo much of the Quarrel as was Perſonal. But 
on the contrary, when his Dodtrines grew too ſtrong 
to be ſhook by his Enemies, they perſecuted his Re- 
putation; and by the venome of their tongues ſuffici- 
ently convincd the world, that the Religion they 
were of, allow d not only Prayers for the Dead, but 
even Curſes too. Among the . reſt, that have engagd 
in this unmanly deſign, our Autbor appears: not 1n- 


deed after the bluſtring rate of fome of the party, but- 


with a more calm and better difſembled malice: He 
has charg'd his Inſtrument of Revenge with a fort of 
White Powder, that does the ſame baſe ation, tho' 
with leſs noyſe* Tis cruel thus to interrupt the Peace 
of the Dead ; and Luther's Spirit has reaſon to expoſtu- 


late with this My, as once the Spirit of Samuel did m—_ 
with Saul --- Why haſt thou -diſquieted me to bring me up ? 1 $a, 
He know's the f{equel of the ſtory: tbe anſwer that was Ms, 
given was no very pleaſing one; it only afforded the *' 


Enquirer an account of his own Di/comf:ture, Let us 
ſee whether this D:$Furber of Luther's Afbes will have 

any better fortune. 
The -firſt thing we are preſented with, is a double 
A Charatter 


GARTIN Luther's Life was a continual Warfare, 
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T John. 
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CharaQer 6f the Good, and Evil Spirit, ſet out by thoſe 
Works or Properties, which are ſaid to attend each of 
'em- in Scripture. And by this 7e/? it is that Li 
ther's Spirit is to be tryd. For ---- /o. often as' the 
Teachers of new and firange Doftrines come-into the World, 
profeſſing oppoſution to thoſe recerv'd by our preſent | ſuperj- 
ors, and to the common Tenents of the Church, Chriſtians 
are directed by St. Fohn:c. 4. v.1. to try ſuch Spirits, whe. 
ther they are of God. And we are inſtrufed by<our Lord 
Mat.77.wv. 16, that they ſhall know and diſcern them by their 
Fruits, The inference from hence 1s, that - Luther's Do. 
arine ſhould be try'd by his Works. Now, tho' we- 
are very willing to ſtand to-this Teſt, yet nothing 
hitherto ſaid can any ways engage us to it. Forhere 
is a manifeſt yiolence offer d to: two places of Scrip- 
ture: by leaving out the preceding verſe in one, and 
the ſubſequent -1n tother, he has: quite perverted the 
meaning of both. S. Zohn ſayes, Beloved believe not 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they be of God. 
How ſhall- we try them ? the next verſe inſtructs us. 


' Hereby know ye the Spirit of God ; every Spirit that con- 


feſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God. 
Nothing can be plainer then that the Apoſtle here 
would have new Teachers provd, by the conformity 
their dodrine bore: to that he had deliver d. But this 
was not for our Author's purpoſe to obſerve ; and there- 
fore He drop'd:the latter part of the Quotation, which 
would have expounded the former, and ſlip'd over to 


7: St. Matthew's -- Te ſhall know them by their Fruits, Whom? 
.v. Conſult the foregoing words. Beware of falſe Prophets, 


which come to you in Sheeps clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening Wolves, The caution here given is againſt ſuch 
as come in Sheeps clothing, that is in all outward in- 
nocence-and meeknels (as our learned Paraphraft ex- 


pounds 


C_P 


Ti 


pounds it *) Ye ſhall know them by their Fruits: not 
by their well or 1ll living ſure, for they are ſuppos'd 
to put on the Vizard of ſeeming fanCtity : but - by the 
doetrines, which, as ſoon as they have got any authority 
with you, they will endeavor to infuſe into you | id. ibid. } 
Thus are the two Texts, which ſhould be the Baſis of 
the whole difcourſe, provd direQly contrary to the de- 
iign of it, and naturally leading us to the examination 
of particular doctrines according to a receiy'd ſtandard, 
the thing which. our Adverſaries ſo ſtudiouſly avoid. 
But Scripture-proof was never the Talent of theſe men, - 
and 'tis no wonder they are foyl'd, when they fight 
us at our own weapon. Yet in theſe places, the ſenſe 
offers 1t ſelf ſo eafily, and that ſhuffling way-in which 
they are proposd, looks fo like a Trick, that we can't 
but queſtion our Authors fincerity : and 'ſhall there- 
fore be the leſs concern'd, when, in the Progreſs of 
theſe Papers, we find him mangling and putting a 
wry lenſe upon our- Proteſtant Writers, fince 'tis but 
what he has done to the inſpir'd Penmen themſelves. 
But to drive this pot further. whether Works ought to 
be the adequate meaſure ofDoCErines?I fay,not onely that 
he has not prov'd 1t by any authorities drawn from Scrip- 
ture, but that it is1mpoſſible he ever /5ould. For Scrip- " 
ture cannot be againſt Scripture: Now we have fre- | 
quent 'inftances in Holy Writ, where God Allmigh- 
ty has made bad men the Inſtruments and Promo- 
ters of a good Dodtrine; ſuch indeed, whoſe aCtions 
were not agreeable to what they taught. So Balaam was 

a Diviner, yet the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and «_—q 
he prophefied of the coming of Chril. Febu tho other- 


* Nor is this mere'y a Proteſtant-Ex- |} rem. And Maldonate, much to my purpoſe 
poſition. Luca-Bregenſis, upon the place, | 'enſur off facilis :; Veſtimenta wocat yvic- 
layes Induti { eciem vvium 5 6. mentien- | quid extrinſecus apparet. v rba & Opera, 
tes ovinem fraudiſque neſtiam ſimplicita-\ Eleemoſynas, omniaque efficia charitatis. 
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